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Die auf dem 33. Deutschen Orientalistentag vertretenen Panels 
 

Stand: 20. Juli 2017 
 

 
Hinweis: Die Panels sind nach ihrer laufenden ID-Nummer sortiert! 
Please note: Panels are arranged in the order of their ID! 
 
 
 
ID 5 (Fachübergreifend)  
Islam and Muslims in China and Japan  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Alexander Jost, European Centre for Chinese Studies, Peking University 
(jost@pku.edu.cn) 
 
 
 
ID 6 (Fachübergreifend) 
Islamic religion materialized?  
 
This panel intends to encourage discussion in which way Islam is constituted through Islamic 
religious art and material culture. While most traditional approaches understand objects of art 
(including religious folk art) and images as mere expressions of religious ideas, as a secondary phenomenon in a 
discourse that is dominated by verbalized thought, it can be maintained that the formation of an Islamic 
religious culture is to a high degree based on artistic production and material objects. The corollaries of this 
hypothesis include a fluid understanding of cultural development, in which processes of reception operate not 
only between artists, craftsmen and their works, but also between the world of artistic forms and a wider 
audience, among which functional elites contribute to the development of religion. Papers in this panel will 
deal with material from a wide range of Islamic art and architecture, from early Qur'an manuscripts to early 
modern pilgrimage certificates, comprising mosques and shrine buildings, medieval illustrations of prophetic 
narratives and 21st-century Sufi posters. Discussion will focus on the mechanisms which can be identified 
behind the shaping of formal canons and iconographies, and the way in which artistic forms and material 
objects influenced ritual, custom, beliefs and thereby nurtured an Islamic identity. Within this larger 
perspective, various topics can be addressed, such as the development of a notion of the sacred, spiritualism 
and individual devotion, Islamic confessions and unitarianism, religious and secular powers, etc. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Lorenz Korn, Institut für Orientalistik, Universität Bamberg 
(lorenz.korn@uni-bamberg.de) 
Tobias Nünlist, Asien-Orient-Institut, Universität Zürich 
 
  
 
ID 7 (Islamwissenschaft) 
A ruler of character? The personality of rulers as a factor in 15th Century Aq- and Qaraqoyunlu Turkmen 
court ceremonial  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Georg Leube, Islamwissenschaft, Universität Bayreuth  
(Georg.Leube@uni-bayreuth.de) 
Ilse Sturkenboom, School of Art History, St. Andrews University 
(is64@st-andrews.ac.uk) 
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ID 8 (Fachübergreifend)  
Tocharian language and Buddhist literature 
 
The Tocharian languages (A and B) are known primarily through a number of manuscripts of Buddhist texts, 
which reflect the different genres of Buddhist literature in Central Asia. The recent advances in Tocharian 
philology and linguistics have shown the relevance of the Buddhist context and of the Buddhist culture for the 
understanding of the texts. The panel will welcome all papers which would address this topic on the basis of 
philological and linguistic investigations, especially through comparison with parallel Buddhist texts in other 
languages of Central Asia broadly during the 1st millennium CE. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Georges-Jean Pinault, EPHE, Paris 
(georges.pinault@wanadoo.fr) 
Michaël Peyrot, Universität Leiden 
(m.peyrot@hum.leidenuniv.nl) 
 
 
 
ID 9 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Branding the Middle East  
 
The panel intends to investigate branding in the Arab and the wider Muslim world, but also invites comparative 
studies from Africa, Asia and Europe. It will critically analyse the processes of strategic communication and 
image building under conditions of globalisation, neoliberalism and postmodernity (and currently, in part, of 
war) and go behind the pure presentation of logos and slogans. In particular, it will look at actors involved and 
their interests, motives and strategies and investigate tools, dissemination channels and textual and visual 
forms of branding, including the contents conveyed to the addressees. A major interest exists in the multiple 
contributions to building brands coming from several actors and from different spatial scales. Attention is paid 
to reconfiguration of certain images over time and to the positioning of objects of branding in time and space 
and at specific interfaces, e.g. between "tradition" and "progress", or between different world regions.  
The panel will be organised in three parts around three major objects of branding – consumer brands, place 
brands and personal brands – and welcomes proposals to all three of them. Local consumer products, for 
instance, increasingly compete with Western ones and try to establish themselves as brands addressing 
particular lifestyles, e.g. "halal products" for the more religious parts of society. Beyond long-existing urban 
brands such as "the Mother of the World" (Cairo) and the "Paris of the Middle East" (Beirut), places (project 
sites, cities and nations) have started to actively position themselves as more than tourism destinations. Often 
following the example of Dubai, they also want to become attractive sites of investment and are trying to 
enhance their public reputation by means ranging from creating novel architecture to intermediation 
diplomacy. Political, economic and cultural personalities, including religious scholars, have found increasing 
opportunities – notably with the expansion of social media – to establish themselves as brands beyond political 
borders, too. The increasing unrest in large parts of the MENA region since 2010 shook up established images 
of persons and places, but also offered opportunities for the repositioning of existing and the establishment of 
new brands (Iike the "Islamic State" and its leader). 
Abstracts should be sent directly to the panel organiser at steffen.wippel@uni-marburg.de (subject: Jena2017 
Branding_). For more information on the panel see https://www.uni-marburg.de/cnms/forschung/re-

konfigurationen/aktuelles/news/cfp_branding_the_middle_east. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Steffen Wippel, Research Network "Re-Configurations. History, Remembrance and Transformation Processes in 
the Middle East and North Africa", Universität Marburg 
(steffen.wippel@uni-marburg.de) 
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ID 10 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Moderne Transformationen: Die nahöstliche Sattelzeit / Becoming Modern: Conceptual transformations in 
the Middle-Eastern saddle period)  
 
Mit dem Scheitern des klassischen Modernisierungsnarrativs, welches Modernisierung mit Verwestlichung und 
Säkularisierung gleichsetzte, wurden in den letzten Jahrzehnten zentrale Konzepte sozial- und 
kulturwissenschaftlicher Theoriebildung kritisch auf ihre Universalität hin hinterfragt, nicht zuletzt die 
grundlegenden Konzepte moderner Ordnung, „Religion“, „Staat“ und „Gesellschaft“. Die begriffliche 
Herausbildung und Verfestigung dieser zentralen Konzepte kann uns über die tatsächliche Reichweite 
respektive Partikularität der modernen Ordnung und der sie tragenden Konzepte informieren. Hierin liegt die 
fundamentale theoretische Relevanz von Begriffsgeschichten außereuropäischer Sprachen, welche in 
praktischer Hinsicht auch aufgrund der zunehmenden Digitalisierung von großen Textkorpora als 
Forschungsfeld an Bedeutung gewinnen werden. 
Das Panel befördert die Profilierung und Vernetzung dieses sich herausbildenden Forschungsfeldes, indem es 
Einzelprojekte zusammenbringt, die sich mit dem Wandel von Konzepten des religiösen, gesellschaftlichen oder 
politischen Vokabulars in arabischen und (osmanisch-)türkischen Texten befassen. Hierbei ist insbesondere die 
nahöstliche SatteIzeit, welche konventionell 1860 bis 1940 verortet wird, von Interesse. Aus der Retrospektive 
sind aber auch die früheren Bedeutungen und Gebrauchsweisen von in der Moderne zentral werdenden 
Begriffen relevant. Wir begrüßen sowohl quantitative als auch qualitative Studien auf deutsch oder englisch, 
welche die Analyse von Konzepten des religiösen, gesellschaftlichen oder politischen Vokabulars in arabischen 
und (osmanisch-)türkischen Texten mit einem theoretischen Interesse verbinden. Bitte senden Sie Ihr 
Abstract an: christoph.ramm@islam.unibe.ch und florian.zemmin@islam.unibe.ch. 
 
With the failure of the classic narrative of modernization which equated modernization with 
Westernization and secularization, the universality of central concepts of social and cultural theory has become 
increasingly questionable over the past years. This includes fundamental concepts of the modern order like 
"religion", "state" and "society". A history of the conceptual roots and transformations of these concepts and 
related ones informs us about the process in which the modern order was appropriated by and expressed in 
different discursive traditions. This points to the crucial theoretical relevance of a history of concepts in non-
European languages, whose practical significance as a field of research will further grow due to the increasing 
digitalization of large text corpora. 
The panel aims at strengthening the profile and interconnectedness of this emerging field by bringing together 
individual projects which investigate the adaptation and transformation of concepts within the religious, social 
and political vocabulary of Arabic and (Ottoman-)Turkish texts. It focuses on the saddle period (Sattelzeit) in the 
Middle East, conventionally located between 1860 and 1940. Additionally, and in a retrospective manner, the 
panel also considers earlier meanings and usages of concepts that came to gain essential relevance in the 
modern age. Thus, the panel convenors welcome studies in German or English combining the quantitative or 
qualitative analysis of religious, social and political concepts in Arabic and Turkish texts with theoretical 
considerations. Please send your abstract directly to: christoph.ramm@islam.unibe.ch and 
florian.zemmin@islam.unibe.ch. 
 
Verantw. Vorsitzender:  
Florian Zemmin, Institut für Islamwissenschaft, Universität Bern 
(florian.zemmin@islam.unibe.ch) 
Christoph Ramm, Institut für Islamwissenschaft, Universität Bern 
(christoph.ramm@islam.unibe.ch) 
 
 
 
ID 11 (Zentralasienkunde) 
Mongolisierung II 
 
Dieses Panel schließt thematisch an das auf dem letzten DOT in Münster 2014 abgehaltene Panel an. Es geht 
den Prozessen und Dynamiken nach, die die Geschichte der Mongolen seit dem 13. Jahrhundert geprägt haben. 
Seit Gründung des ethnisch und kulturell heterogenen mongolischen Weltreichs kamen die Mongolen mit einer 
Vielzahl unterschiedlicher Einflüsse in Kontakt, während die von ihnen selbst inaugurierten wirtschaftlichen 
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und politischen Netzwerke eine normative kulturelle Macht generierten, die zwischen China und Europa große 
Wirksamkeit entfaltete. Die Geschichte der Mongolen kann damit als ein Paradebeispiel für die Relevanz des in 
den letzten Jahren verstärkt erprobten geschichtswissenschaftlichen Ansatzes der "entangled history" im 
Rahmen einer Globalgeschichte gesehen werden. Dies gilt für die Zeit des mongolischen Weltreichs genauso 
wie für das 17. Jahrhundert, die sozialistische Periode im 20. Jahrhundert und die Entwicklungen in der 
Gegenwart. Das Panel möchte die spezifischen Prozesse der Integration, Adaption und kreativen Umwandlung 
ursprünglich nicht-mongolischer Konzepte, Ideen und Strukturen in den Blick nehmen, die gleichermaßen in 
politisch-ökonomischen wie in soziokulturellen Bereichen wirksam sind. Zur Beschreibung dieser Dynamiken 
soll der Begriff der "Mongolisierung" als analytische Kategorie fruchtbar gemacht und anhand von historischen 
und zeitgenössischen Fallbeispielen plausibilisiert werden. Damit will das Panel auch dazu beitragen, die 
unterschiedlichen Forschungsfelder der Mongolistik, wie z.B. philologisch orientierte historische und rezente 
gesellschaftspolitisch ausgerichtete Forschung, wieder vermehrt miteinander ins Gespräch zu bringen. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Ines Stolpe, Mongolistik und Tibetstudien, Universität Bonn 
(istolpe@uni-bonn.de) 
Karénina Kollmar-Paulenz, Institut für Religionswissenschaft, Universität Bern 
(karenina.kollmarpaulenz@relwi.unibe.ch) 
 
 
 
ID 12 (Fachübergreifend) 
Stars, gods, and rainbows: Relevance of historical observations 
 
We would like to discuss knowledge transfer in astronomy and related subjects (like meteorology and 
astrology) between oriental societies and with the Christian Europe. Historical observations of, e.g., sunspots, 
aurorae, comets, and guest stars are used today to solve current astrophysical problems like (reconstruction of) 
solar activity and the physics of supernovae in the past. Celestial observations are also relevant for historical 
chronology and the history of astronomy, they also had strong cultural and religious impact. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Ralph Neuhäuser, Astrophysikalisches Institut, Universität Jena 
(rne@astro.uni-jena.de) 
Dagmar Neuhaeuser, Jena 
(dagmarneuhaeuser@yahoo.de)  
 
 
 
ID 13 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Schia-Forschung: Neue Themen und Konzepte 
 
The panel Schia-Forschung: Neue Themen und Konzepte focusses on upcoming research in the currently 
blooming field of Shi’i Studies. It aims at bridging various academic traditions and silsilat of studying Shi’ism 
and at opening the field towards new and interdisciplinary approaches to the study of Shi’i texts, cultures, and 
societies in history and modernity.  
 
Presentations will be held in English and German. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Verena Klemm, Orientalisches Institut, Universität Leipzig 
(vklemm@rz.uni-leipzig.de) 
Olly Akkerman, Institut für Islamwissenschaft, FU Berlin 
(olly.akkerman@fu-berlin.de) 
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ID 14 (Arabistik) 
Arabische Papyrologie und Diplomatik 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Daniel Potthast, Institut für den Nahen und Mittleren Osten, Universität München 
(daniel.potthast@lmu.de) 
Andreas Kaplony, Institut für den Nahen und Mittleren Osten, Universität München 
(andreas.kaplony@lmu.de) 
 
 
 
ID 15 (Fachübergreifend) 
Visible and invisible languages of Istanbul: ecology, status, attitudes 
 
Istanbul developed in the early Turkish Republic from a city with considerable linguistic diversity to an almost 
monolingual city at least at the surface. Nevertheless, speakers of the other languages of Turkey have always 
been present. Due to migration to and from Istanbul the number of speakers of languages other than Turkish 
increased significantly while some languages like Greek and Ladino lost almost all their speakers during the 
Republican period. However, all languages other than Turkish are and were more or less invisible. This holds for 
the officially recognized minority languages, where the small numbers of Armenians, Greeks and Jews restrict 
the visibility, as well as for languages like Kurdish, Aramaic and Romanes, which are spoken widely, but are 
hardly visible in the landscape of the city.  
The situation for 'foreign' languages is notably different. Languages with a high prestige have been used in 
educational institutions as languages of instructions since Ottoman times. Migration and travel to Istanbul 
changed the 'hidden' linguistic landscape over time due to an influx of tourists and merchants. Beginning with 
the early 1980s visibility of 'foreign' languages increased at least in private signage. Merchants reacted swiftly 
to new types of tourists and customers and changed their advertisements from English, French or German to 
Russian, Chinese, Arabic etc. and back if needed. The arrival of Syrian refugees in 2010s led, furthermore, to a 
significant rise of private and – more reluctantly – official signage in Arabic. 
On this backdrop, the panel aims at making a first step to explore the linguistic landscape of contemporary 
Istanbul. Papers will be expected to address at least one of the key issues of the panel, that is, 
– aspects of the use of languages other than Turkish, in Istanbul, 
– aspects of the status of languages other than Turkish, in Istanbul, 
– aspects of attitudes towards languages other than Turkish, their use and (in)visibility, in Istanbul. We expect 
papers to be based on empirical, possibly ethnographic, research and to have a multidisciplinary and 
comparative perspective, while concentrating on Istanbul. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Astrid Menz, Orient-Institut Istanbul 
(menz@oidmg.org)  
Bülent Bilmez, İstanbul Bilgi Üniversitesi 
(bulent.bilmez@bilgi.edu.tr)  
 
 
 
ID 17 (Christlicher Orient und Byzantinistik) 
Der Christliche Orient: Vergangenheit – Gegenwart – Zukunft 
  
Verantw. Leiter:  
Cornelia Horn, Seminar Christlicher Orient und Byzanz, Universität Halle-Wittenberg 
(cornelia.horn@orientphil.uni-halle.de) 
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ID 18 (Südostasienkunde) 
Between West and North: Translocal influence on religion, politics and aesthetics in Southeast Asia 

 
The study of Southeast Asia continuously raises the question how this region can be defined. The most fertile 
approach to date is to consider it as a crossroads of influences, for example in the form of religion, state 
formation and trade. Traditionally, influences from the West have dominated the literature, in particular from 
India, the Arabian world and Europe. However, recent years have seen an increased interest in the role of the 
North, that is, of China. In the past up to today, China has a profound influence on Southeast Asia, not just in 
form of cultural and political migrations, but also in form of a Chinese diaspora.  
This panel explores various dimensions of influence upon Southeast Asia. These influences concern some 
intersections of ritual and religion, gender, art and ecology. They also take into account the border areas 
between Southeast Asia and China. In all these contexts, the contributors stress the complexity of the resulting 
encounters of local and translocal cultural configurations.  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Guido Sprenger, Institut für Ethnologie, Universität Heidelberg 
(sprenger@eth.uni-heidelberg.de) 
  
 
 
ID 19 (Fachübergreifend) 
Dissent and Dissidence in East Asia 
 
In critical distance to the prevalent stereotype of emphasis on harmony in East Asia, we wish to explore the 
cultural valency of dissent and dissidence in China, Korea and Japan, both pre-modern and modern. Dissent 
(conflictual divergence of opinion) and dissidence (oppositional action) can be addressed in the context of 
practices of dealing with religious and ideological plurality, as well as in regard to the underlying 
anthropological theories and conceptions of society, especially concerning question of autonomy and 
heteronomy. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Heiner Roetz, Fakultät für Ostasienwissenschaften, Universität Bochum 
(heiner.roetz@rub.de) 
Marion Eggert, Fakultät für Ostasienwissenschaften, Universität Bochum 
(marion.eggert@rub.de) 
  
 
 
ID 20 (Fachübergreifend) 
Dynamics of Transmission of Knowledge in the Early Modern Middle East 
 
The purpose of this panel is to present some of the ongoing research from the DFG-funded project Dynamics of 
Transmission (DYNTRAN). The panel will deals with issues such as the role of family and kin networks in the 
passing of knowledge and authority between generations, the role of institutions and the socialization of 
knowledge, as well as its categorization and diffusion. Our team will examine case studies from the two main 
regions studied by DYNTRAN, namely Mamluk- Ottoman Egypt and Safavid/Qajar Iran. 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Konrad Hirschler, Institut für Islamwissenschaft, Freie Universität Berlin 

(konrad.hirschler@fu-berlin.de) 
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ID 21 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Konfessionalisierung im Nahen und Mittleren Osten / Reconsidering Sectarianism and Religious 
Denomination in the Contemporary Middle East 
 

In recent years, contemporary scholarship on the Middle East embraced the critique of Orientalism for 
overemphasizing religious denomination or sect (ṭāʾifa) as an analytical category to explain both the region's 
struggle with modernization and its major societal conflicts. Postcolonial discourse has rightly pointed to the 
essentialist stance toward sect or denomination and viewed sectarianism (ṭāʾifīya) mainly as a false 
explanandum, that serves as a disguise for colonial dependence and hegemonic production of meaning. In the 
light of unfolding events, however, following the Arab spring, including the fall of ancient regimes usually 
associated with Arab nationalism, the rise of Jihadist phenomena and the Iran-Saudi-conflict, the category of 
denomination seems to reappear as an interpretive tool to grasp the region within a global public sphere. 
Particularly in regard to the Sunni-Shi'i divide many voices refer to sect-oriented collective identities, 
understood as stable group formations, which resurface in times of crisis and the disintegration of states. 
The panel aims at discussing denomination and sectarianism to go beyond the above mentioned modernist 
assumptions which stress either dependence or failure of Middle Eastern societies in comparison to the West. 
By focusing on the concept of sect and the question of its analytical and interpretative validity for the 
contemporary Middle East we suggest to reconsider its role in nowadays globally closely connected public 
spheres, as well as to transform the static understanding of sectarianism towards a dynamic concept of 
sectarianization or confessionalization. We particularly welcome abstracts that focus on developments related 
to the categories of denomination and sectarianization during the last 40 years and that have a specific take on 
one of the following or similar questions: How can sect or denomination be academically described in different 
contexts? Are these categories adequate and how do they relate to others like: religion or madhhab, race, 
region or class? What are the major developments that led to a sectarianization in Middle Eastern/islamicate 
societies? How and with which kind of sources can we approach this process? Please send your abstract to 
johannes.stephan@islam.unibe.ch and christian.wyler@islam.unibe.ch, contributions in both German or 
English are most welcome. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Johannes Stephan, Institut für Islamwissenschaft und Neuere Orientalische Philologie, Universität Bern 

(johannes.stephan@islam.unibe.ch) 
Christian Wyler, Institut für Islamwissenschaft und Neuere Orientalische Philologie, Universität Bern 

(christian.wyler@islam.unibe.ch) 
  
 
  
ID 22 (Fachübergreifend) 
Intellektuelle Verflechtungen zwischen Russland, der Türkei und Iran: Transnationale Biographien im 20. 
Jahrhundert / lntellectual Entanglements between Russia, Turkey and Iran: Transnational Biographies in the 
second half of the nineteenth and throughout the twentieth century 
 
Tsardom, Ottoman Empire and Persia looked back at numerous wars as well as century-Iong intellectual 
interactions and mutual influences. Neighbors since centuries, all three empires possessed multiethnic 
population and their borderlands such as the Black Sea region, Central Asia and particularly the Caucasus 
embodied the intellectual entanglements. During the twentieth century the interactions increased. Neglected 
by the most scholars of Russian and Oriental Studies, the Russian-Turkish, Russian-Persian and the tri-lateral 
communications can be read through critical study of the transnational biographies of intellectuals such as the 
journalist Ömer Faiq Nemanzade (1872-1937), the linguist Ahmet Caferoglu (1899-1975), the military and 
intellectual Roupen Der Minassian (1882-1951) as well as the Soviet Russian and Azerbaijani Iranists. An 
amazing case study of the intellectual transfer from Iran is the large-scale reception of Ali Shariati both in 
Turkey and in the post-Soviet Caucasus. By addressing these and some other related topics, the 
interdisciplinary and internationally composed panel seeks to analyze the bi- and trilateral dimensions of the 
intellectual entanglements between Russia, Turkey and Iran throughout the twentieth century, largely 
underestimated and unexplored by the international scholarship. 
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Verantw. Leiter:  
Zaur Gasimov, Orient-Institut Istanbul 
(gasimov@oidmg.org) 
Volker Adam, Universität Halle-Wittenberg 
(volker.adam@bibliothek.uni-halle.de) 
 
 
 
ID 23 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Shari’a Matters?! Theories and Practices of Islamic Norms in the West 
 
In times when rightwing populists warn of “creeping shari’a” in Europe and the US, the question of how shari’a 
is understood and practiced by Muslims in the West is increasingly attracting scholarly attention. This panel 
seeks to discuss theories and practices of Islamic norms in Western Europe and North America from multiple 
disciplinary perspectives, including (but not limited to) Islamic Studies, Islamic Theology, Anthropology, Legal 
Studies and Sociology. Papers may address a wide range of questions related to this topic, such as: How is 
shari’a conceptualized and practiced in an informal setting, i.e. in the absence of official shari’a institutions? 
How and in what fields does shari’a matter? In what ways is ifta’ being institutionalized in the West? What do 
Muslim scholars, intellectuals and imams who themselves live in Western societies understand by shari’a and 
how do they communicate their interpretations? To what extent are scholarly debates about shari’a reflected 
in the understandings and practices of Islamic norms in Muslim communities? How is religious authority 
conceptualized in this context? Which concepts are invoked to accommodate Islamic norms in the secular 
orders of Western societies (e.g. maqasid al-shari’a, maslaha, fiqh al-aqalliyyat)? What are the responses to 
such practices and debates in secular societies, e.g. on the legal and political levels? Please send your abstract 
to albrecht.sarah@fu-berlin.de. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:   
Sarah Albrecht, Institut für Islamwissenschaft, Freie Universität Berlin 
(albrecht.sarah@fu-berlin.de) 
 
 
 
ID 24 (Fachübergreifend) 
Stiftungen in Asien, Afrika und Europa: Konzepte und Praktiken in Orient und Okzident 
 
Stiftungen, d.h. zweckgebundene Widmungen von regelmäßigen Vermögenserträgen auf Dauer, waren 
offenbar eine universale Erscheinung komplexer Gesellschaften, auch wenn sie nicht überall und zu jeder Zeit 
errichtet wurden. Ihre auffällige strukturelle Ähnlichkeit in verschiedenen Kulturen macht Stiftungen nicht nur 
zu einem geeigneten Objekt interkulturellvergleichender Forschung, sondern wirft auch die Frage auf, 
inwieweit Ideen der Stiftungstheorie und Praktiken der Stiftungswirklichkeit zwischen den einzelnen 
Traditionen ausgetauscht wurden. Diesen Themen wird sich das Panel zuwenden, wobei nicht die generelle 
Frage im Mittelpunkt stehen soll, ob Stiftungen an unterschiedlichen Orten rein durch Nachahmung oder aber 
unabhängig voneinander entstanden sind. Vielmehr mögen Einzelfallstudien zu erklären versuchen, auf welche 
Art und Weise die Interaktion von Angehörigen benachbarter Gesellschaften und Gemeinschaften zu den 
Analogien in konkreten Stiftungskonzepten und praktiken geführt haben könnten. 
Kann ein fremder Ursprung für bestimmte Eigenheiten im Stiftungswesen plausibel gemacht werden? Hatten 
durch die geographische Lage bedingte intensive Kontakte mit anderen Gesellschaften oder die Präsenz von 
Fremden erhebliche Auswirkungen auf die lokalen Stiftungstraditionen? Überwogen in Grenzgebieten zwischen 
verschiedenen Kulturen die Momente der Abgrenzung oder der Synthese? Handelte es sich um einen 
einseitigen Einfluß oder um gegenseitigen Austausch? Sind Begegnungen der Akteure und deren Interaktionen 
tatsächlich belegt? Dies sind einige der Fragen, denen in diesem Panel nachgegangen werden soll. Die 
Überlieferungslage ist dabei in den meisten Regionen nicht sehr günstig. Dennoch kann ein Transfer von 
Vorstellungen und Praktiken wohl in vielen Fällen wegen der nachweislichen Kenntnis fremder 
Stiftungskonzepte oder einer phänomenologischen Korrespondenz bestimmter Stiftungsinstitutionen als 
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wahrscheinlich gelten. In besonderem Maße trifft dies für die Idee von Wohltätigkeit zu, d. h. für die 
dauerhafte Finanzierung bedürftiger Personengruppen. 
 
Endowments in Asia, Africa, and Europe: Concepts and Practices in the Orient and the Occident 
Endowments, i.e. grants of the regular yields on assets for particular purposes and in perpetuity, were 
apparently a universal phenomenon of complex societies, although they did not occur everywhere and not at 
all times. Their striking similarities in different cultures make endowments not only a suitable subject for 
transcultural comparative research, but it also suggests that ideas of endowment theory were exchanged 
between different traditions and that there were transfers of certain donative practices as well. Whereas this 
panel will address these topics, it will not focus on the general question of whether endowments originated in 
different regions independently or as the result of imitation. The attempt should be made to explain, through 
case studies, how the interaction of neighbouring societies and communities may have contributed to 
similarities in specific endowment concepts and practices. 
Is a foreign origin a plausible explanation for certain characteristics of endowments? Did intense contacts with 
other societies or the presence of strangers have a lasting impact on local endowment traditions? Did the 
elements of dissociation outweigh the tendencies of syncretism in the borderlands between different cultures, 
or vice versa? Did influence from one side predominate, or was it rather a mutual exchange? Do we have actual 
evidence for transcultural encounters and interactions? These are some of the question which should be 
pursued in the panel. The records of many regions do not shed much light on these developments. But a 
transfer of ideas and practices can often be deduced from the obvious knowledge of other endowment 
theories and from the existence of corresponding institutions. This is particularly true for the concept of 
philanthropy, i.e. the permanent financing of groups of people in need. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Annette Schmiedchen, Institut für Asien- und Afrikawissenschaften, Humboldt-Universität Berlin 
(annette.schmiedchen@hu-berlin.de) 
Ignacio Sánchez, Warwick University, Coventry 
(Ignacio.Sanchez@warwick.ac.uk)  
 
 
 
ID 25 (Philosophie) 
Islamicate Perspectives on Continental Philosophy – Theories and Practices of Reception 
 
In contemporary philosophy throughout the Islamicate world, the reception of Western philosophy plays a 
significant role: It introduced modern philosophical ideas and thought and contributed to renewing existing 
intellectual traditions. Examples are Heidegger’s thought spread in Iran by Henri Corbin, Kant’s works critically 
introduced in Arabic by Ahmad al-Shibani and in Persian by Mortaza Motahhari, and Habermas’ theories both 
applied to and received in Turkey and Iran. Despite the significance of reception, some philosophers in the 
Islamicate world dispute its value. They criticise it for consisting in mere imitation, obstructing original thinking, 
and transforming philosophy into a merely historical discipline. Others, however, underline the benefit of 
history of philosophy for one’s own philosophizing, praise the epistemological value of certain thinkers, and 
readily label themselves as philosophers of particular traditions (such as the “existentialist” Abdurrahman 
Badawi, the “Heideggerian” Ahmad Fardid, the “phenomenologist” Hassan Hanafi). These mentioned 
arguments broadly correspond to those featuring in Western philosophical discussions on the relationship 
between original thought and reception also labelled as the relationship between philosophy and its history or 
as the relationship between philosophizing and philosophy. In order to theoretically grasp the significance and 
value of reception in philosophy, one can borrow from Heidegger’s “Übersetzung”, from Gadamer’s 
“Horizontverschmelzung”, from Jauß’ “Rezeptionsästhetik”, as well as from the theories of entanglement, 
global intellectual history, and intrinsic value of translation in the broad sense. 
 This panel addresses the passage of philosophical ideas, thoughts and concepts from the German realm to the 
Islamicate World and investigates the stance of these ideas, thoughts, and concepts within the Islamicate 
World. Beside recounting and explaining different non-European histories of German thinkers, the panel aims 
to rethinking present understandings of what reception means, what forms it takes, and, eventually, what 
value it has with regard to both contemporary Islamicate philosophy and contemporary European philosophy. 
We invite contributions of scholars who engage in both theoretical reflexions and concrete case studies of 
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German philosophy’s reception in the Islamicate world or related topics. If you are interested in contributing, 
please contact kata.moser@islam.unibe.ch (preferably with title and abstract of your contribution). 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Kata Moser, Institut für Islamwissenschaft und Neuere Orientalische Philologie, Universität Bern 
(kata.moser@islam.unibe.ch) 
Anke von Kügelgen, Institut für Islamwissenschaft und Neuere Orientalische Philologie, Universität Bern 
(vonkueglegen@islam.unibe.ch)  
 
 
 
ID 27 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Syria: from Arab Spring to Civil War to an unknown future 
 
The aim of the panel is to look into the recent developments in Syria starting 2011 until now considering as 
much different approaches and perspectives as possible. So the idea is to open up a discussion which 
sociopolitical, economic or religious reasons can be found at the back of the ongoing war in Syria. Why has the 
international community so far been unable to stop this human catastrophe? What religious and economic 
reasons motivate those backing Assad like Russia and Iran as well as the rebels like the US led alliance? Which 
historical and ethnologic roots of the conflict can be traced? Is there a chance to find out what Syrians want 
their country to look like later one using sociological methods like interviews? Based on these questions the 
panel will try to outline why Syria took such a different road regarding other countries of the Arab Spring like 
Egypt and Tunisia, what hindered the international community to react as in Libya and what kind of future can 
be imagined for this country by the international community as well as by its own citizens. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Tonia Schüller, Institut für Orient- und Asienwissenschaften, Universität Bonn 
(tschuell@uni-bonn.de) 
 
 
 
ID 28 (Fachübergreifend) 
Manuscript Cultures and Epigraphy in Asia and Africa 
 
During the last three to four decades a vast corpus of manuscripts and epigraphical material in Asia and Africa 
have been surveyed, documented, and – in recent years – also digitized. Scholarly interest in this material has 
not been restricted to philological and historical studies of the texts contained in manuscripts and inscriptions 
but also to material aspects which consider manuscripts (written on palm-leaf, various forms of paper, cloth, 
bamboo and other organical material) and inscriptions (on stone, metal, wood, etc.) as culturally significant 
objects. Though manuscripts and inscriptions may be considered as “things of the past” in the modern world 
that is dominated by book printing and digital technologies, there are still areas, such as in parts of mainland 
Southeast Asia, where they are still being produced. This panel seeks to explore the production, use, and 
transmission of manuscripts both as containers of texts – pertaining to various kinds of “religious” and 
“secular“ knowledge – and as objects used in daily life, such as rituals and ceremonies. Special emphasis shall 
be given to the relationship between manuscripts and inscriptions, as both have influenced each other to a 
large degree. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Volker Grabowsky, Asien-Afrika-Institut, Universität Hamburg 
(volker.grabowsky@uni-hamburg.de) 
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ID 29 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Changes in the Arab World: The interplay of the local, regional and national level 
 
The proposed panel aims at providing a conceptual and empirical contribution to the still fairly 
underresearched questions of the inner logic of policies in the Arab world and the changes the Arab uprisings 
have triggered with regard to the society, the body politic and the ‘good’ order of the state. Therefore it offers 
a new dynamic understanding of the interplay between the various levels or scales of politics between the 
local, the regional, the national, and the international dimension. Deliberately starting from actors on the local 
level, questioning the capital as a probable hub, it will explore horizontal and vertical networks to describe 
heterogeneous relationships and entanglements of power in fields of spatial relations. To overcome the “local 
blindness” of political science the case studies on Jordan, Morocco, Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen will show from 
an interdisciplinary perspective the multitude of struggles over identity, morality and public space as well as 
the emergence of government-led decentralization strategies focusing on clear-cut identifiable personal 
networks. Analyzing the driving forces behind the current changes the panel will ask for the translocal networks 
the actors are moving in, hereby overcoming the simplistic divide between the local and the national. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Thomas Demmelhuber, Lehrstuhl für Politik und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens, Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 
(thomas.demmelhuber@fau.de) 
Nina Nowar, Erlangen Centre for Islam and Law in Europe, Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 
(nina.nowar@fau.de) 
 
 
 
ID 30 (Arabistik) 
Wisdom in Furs and Feathers: Animal Fables in Arabic Literature 
 
Animal fables are among the most popular and widespread literary genres in all premodern literary cultures. 
The first testimonies of fable collections trace back to the 3rd c. BCE, when the Pañcatantraarose in India, and 
their influence can be attested in all surrounding cultures. 
These tales reached the Middle Eastern lands via Middle Persian translations, were translated into Arabic in the 
eighth century CE, and from the Arabic in to further languages, including Greek, Syriac, Hebrew, Latin and 
Spanish. Animal fables were appropriated, rewritten, mixed with local lore, and recontextualised in varied 
literary genres, giving origin to one of the most fascinating traditions in Arabic literature. 
This panel aims at exploring the role played by animal fables in Arabic fiction by focusing on a variety of works 
from different periods, including the seminal Kalīla waDimna, popular exempla, and the works of Ibn Ẓafar, Ibn 
Shuhayd, the Ikhwān alṢafāʾ, and alMaʿarrī.  
 
Verantw. Leiter:   
Ignacio Sánchez, Warwick University, Coventry 
(Ignacio.Sanchez@warwick.ac.uk)  
 
 
 
ID 31 (Islamwissenschaft)  
Certainty and Ambiguity in Modern Islam 
 
The themes of certainty and ambiguity provide compelling portals into the internal logics of modern Muslim 
thought and practice. As works by Thomas Bauer, Shahab Ahmed, and others have shown, since the mid-19th  
century mainstream strands of Islam have privileged epistemological absolutism over contradiction and 
ambiguity. While pre-modern Muslim jurists and theologians also sought to ground their legal and doctrinal 
positions in certain knowledge, they productively engaged with speculative knowledge and even conjectural 
methods in thinking about norms and beliefs. The dominant trend in modern Islam, however, systematically 
demotes sources of speculative knowledge, such as local customs, as expressions of inauthentic deviations. 
Reformist discourses also marginalize the social relevance of mystical experience and the personal purchase of 
esoteric conceptions of the transcendent. Instead, what appears to be prized most is certainty (yaqīn). A 
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conceptual sibling of this new focus on “plain reading” and univocality is the predominant importance many 
modern Muslims, especially Salafis, attribute to the proof-text in order to settle specific arguments. Our panel 
takes these arguments seriously and seeks to unearth the mechanisms behind the production, dissemination, 
regulation, and displacement of certainty in modern Islam in the 19th and 20th centuries. To what extent can we 
attribute the increasing skepticism regarding manifestations of ambiguity to the rise of modern science or the 
decisive socio-political impact of colonialism, imperialism, and globalization? What accounts for the resilience 
of theology, with its less accommodating stance on internal Islamic diversity, in the 20th century? What 
happens to certainty as it moves from procedural hermeneutics in kalām and fiqh to self-taught, informal ways 
of interpretation in modern times? What is the link between certainty and fundamentalism? We welcome 
interdisciplinary perspectives on Muslim moral and legal thought, theology, philosophy, history, literature, 
poetry, and Sufism that focus on both specific localities and actors such as traditionalist scholars, state 
bureaucracies, and religious autodidacts or explore broader trends. In particular, we invite papers that show 
how, despite all evidence amassed to the contrary, ambiguity as a positive value is kept alive, kindled, and 
justified in modern and contemporary Islam. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Simon Wolfgang Fuchs, Gonville & Caius College, University of Cambridge 
(sw746@cam.ac.uk) 
Ali Altaf Mian, Theology and Religious Studies Department, Seattle University 
(miana@seattleu.edu) 
 
 
 
ID 34 (Ägyptologie) 
Die Begegnung Ägyptens mit Europa 
 
Von der Antike bis in die Neuzeit hat das Alte Ägypten über seine Grenzen hinaus in Kontakt mit anderen 
Kulturen und Regionen gestanden. In diesem Panel sollen anhand von Fallstudien von der Antike bis in die 
Neuzeit Facetten der Interaktion und Rezeption Ägyptens mit Europa aufgezeigt werden. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Joachim Friedrich Quack, Ägyptologisches Institut, Universität Heidelberg 
(b08@ox.urz.uni-heidelberg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 35 (Fachübergreifend) 
Music beyond cultural borders 
 
Although it has long been evident that ancient music can no longer be reactivated, scholars have an increasing 
interest in reconstructing musical instruments found in archaeological contexts and ascertaining how they were 
played. Besides the possibility of using these instruments to interpret modern music, they give an idea of 
ancient soundscapes and sound shapes. Comparisons with modern music revivals and music instruction 
curricula from foreign cultural contexts may open ways to investigate the meaning of sounds and repertoire.  
The purpose of the Music Beyond Cultural Borders workshop is to identify specifics in ancient music cultures 
and to portray their influence beyond all cultural borders. The issues considered focus on Northeastern Africa 
and Southwestern Asia. They are examined both from ancient and modern perspectives. As an example, 
iconographic representations of musical instruments in the eastern Mediterranean dating from the mid and 
late Bronze Age were understood the same way regardless of cultural borders. 
What may be concluded from such an observation? Were musical instruments, repertoires and maybe even the 
music theory similar or identical in different countries? Was there one single “musical language” independent 
of different spoken languages? If foreign music was adapted, what aspects did the receiving society emphasise 
on? Was it the sound of a new instrument, a specific feature within music theory, or the musical repertoire? 
These questions will be explored through comparisons and from the points of view of various disciplines, 
starting with modern Arabian music. Under the title ‘Music between Variety and Uniformity’ examples of 
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particular cultural contexts will be discussed with regard to their    standardisation against political or religious 
backgrounds.  
Music performances within the framework of a discussionconcert aim to indicate unique features of tonal and 
sound specimens from different cultural contexts. Combining different scales and modes on the one hand, and 
employing particular musical instruments on the other hand, reveals changes as well as continuity in the 
presentation of specific emotions or in the creation of spiritual soundscapes. Especially innovative is the 
assembly of music performers and music researchers as well the contrasting of similar musical instrument from 
different epochs. 
In antiquity great efforts were made to establish meaningful music practices. Music was part of everyday cultic 
performances aiming to take influence on the moods of supernatural beings. It was thus essential for the 
welfare of society. According to ancient beliefs, whoever had power over performers and performance of 
music cared for the world’s safety and accordingly was capable to manipulate the future. This gives rise to the 
question whether musicians from distant countries were not only sought because they were exotic, but 
primarily because of their ability to assure a secure life in light of divine influences. In addition to the content 
and function of such presentations, questions about the spatial and especially temporal staging of musical 
performances will also be pursued.  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Ricardo Eichmann, Orientabteilung, Deutsches Archäologisches Institut Berlin  
(ricardo.eichmann@dainst.de) 
Dahlia Shehata, Altorientalistik, Universität Würzburg 
(dahlia.shehata@uni-wuerzburg.de)  
 
 
 
ID 38 (Fachübergreifend) 
Perspektiven digitaler Vernetzungen in den Asien- und Orientwissenschaften: Neue Forschungs- und 
Infrastrukturprojekte 
 
Digitale Hilfsmittel versetzen die Asien und Orientwissenschaften zunehmend in die Lage, Projektideen auf 
früher teils undenkbare Art und Weise zu realisieren, was neue Blickwinkel für Fragestellungen eröffnet und 
großes Vernetzungspotential für Kooperationen auf nationaler wie internationaler Ebene in sich birgt. Dieses 
Panel beleuchtet sowohl Perspektiven der Wissenschaft als auch der Bibliotheken: der Aufbau digitaler 
Editionsplattformen z.B. für Enzyklopädien oder arabische Zeitschriften mit TEIMarkup aber auch die Arbeit 
mit Geodaten werden von Fachwissenschaftlern der Islam und Orientwissenschaften vorgestellt. Die 
Fachinformationsdienste Nahost, Afrikastudien und CrossAsia fokussieren auf die Bereitstellung von 
fachspezifischen Forschungsdatenbanken und Fachrepositorien, die sich daraus ergebenden Möglichkeiten 
eines Forschungsdatenmanagements ebenso wie auf die Aufarbeitung von Textmaterial mit OCR oder das 
Publizieren in Open Access.  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Volker Adam, Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt, Halle 
(volker.adam@bibliothek.uni-halle.de) 
Patrick Franke, Islamwissenschaft, Universität Bamberg 
(patrick.franke@uni-bamberg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 39 (Kaukasiologie) 
Panel on Caucasian languages and cultures 
 
As part of the Deutsche Orientalistentag there will be a panel on the Caucasus. Interested researchers are 
requested to submit abstracts related to the languages and the cultures of the Caucasus in the following 
subdisciplines: 

¶ anthropological 

¶ linguistics & linguistic anthropology 
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¶ ethnolinguistics 

¶ cultural linguistics 

¶ other areas of sociolinguistics 

¶ historical linguistics 

¶ linguistics & literature 

¶ writing systems 
The papers must cover languages and/or cultures of the Caucasus and the surrounding areas (including the 
three indigenous language families as well as other languages traditionally spoken in the Caucasus such as 
Armenian, Ossetian, Tat, etc.). 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Diana Forker, Universität Jena 
(diana.forker@uni-bamberg.de)  
  
 
 
ID 41 (Materielle Kultur, Kunstgeschichte und Archäologie) 
Middle Eastern Materialities 
 
In recent years, the disciplines of Islamic and Middle Eastern studies have witnessed a growing interest in 
material and visual culture. As this potential needs to be further developed, the aim of this panel is to bring 
together scholars of all relevant disciplines – area studies, Islamic studies, anthropology, sociology, 
architecture, art history etc. – working on material culture in the Middle East (including North Africa, Central 
Asia and other parts of the Islamicate World). Whereas Islamic Art History and Archaeology, as practiced for 
over 100 years in Germany, France, and other parts of the West, have long followed a positivist tradition that 
gives priority to phenomenology and the study of styles in what is considered to be Islamic Art, more recent 
approaches to material culture are characterised, first, by an interest in all sorts of artefacts, not just artistic 
production, and second by their interdisciplinary perspectives. The panel provides a platform for researchers 
following these trends, based on the assumptions that studying artefacts of everyday life will indeed deepen 
our understanding of Middle Eastern as well as other societies, and that the theoretical framework for the 
study of Middle Eastern materialities can most likely be found in other disciplines, such as sociology, 
anthropology, philosophy, or psychology. To enhance dialogue between research on Middle Eastern 
materialities, scholars of the Middle East and related areas are invited to present theoretically informed papers 
on material and visual culture of the past as well as the present. Papers addressing the aesthetics and 
materiality of the objects under scrutiny, affects, atmospheres, and the interaction of objects and human 
beings are particularly welcome. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Stefan Maneval, Institut für Gesellschaftswissenschaften und Theologie, Europa-Universität Flensburg 
(stefan.maneval@uni-flensburg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 42 (Islamwissenschaft - Roundtable) 
"Zwischen 'close reading' und 'big data': Archiv und Editionspraxis im digitalen Zeitalter" 
 
Angesichts der für die islamische Geschichte generell schwierigen Archivlage sind die Erschließung von neuem 
und die bessere Zugänglichkeit von bekanntem Quellenmaterial von besonderer Bedeutung. Vor dem 
Hintergrund der in den letzten Jahrzehnten verstärkt einsetzenden Auseinandersetzung mit der Geschichte der 
eigenen Disziplin gehören dazu verstärkt auch Nachlässe wichtiger Fachvertreter. Digitale Techniken haben den 
Zugang zu Archivalien vielerorts verbessert. Gleichzeitig erhält im digitalen Zeitalter auch die Editionsphilologie 
neue Möglichkeiten.  
Die sich an Universitäten vermehrt etablierenden 'Digital Humanities' konzentrieren sich tendenziell auf 'big 
data'Projekte oder 'distant reading' umfangreicher Textmengen. Digitale Möglichkeiten für 'close reading' – 
die klassische Methode islamwissenschaftlicher Forschung – scheinen bisher weniger exploriert worden zu 
sein. Vergleichbares gilt für die digitale Erfassung und Erschließung spezifischer Textkorpora oder Archiv-
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bestände z.B. durch relationale Datenbanken. Diese können als eine mittlere Ebene zwischen den oben-
genannten beiden Herangehensweisen begriffen werden und bewähren sich als Arbeitsinstrument. Digitale 
Techniken als heuristisches Mittel sollen im Mittelpunkt der Diskussion stehen. Dabei stellt sich die grund-
legende Frage nach dem angemessenen Verhältnis von technischem und finanziellem Aufwand und 
wissenschaftlichem Mehrwert. 
Die Veranstaltung zielt darauf ab, den Informationsaustausch zwischen Projekten der Digital Humanities mit 
Bezug auf Islamwissenschaft und Fachgeschichte voranzutreiben sowie Strategien und Methoden der 
Erschließung und Analyse von größeren Textmengen (z.B. Edition oder Datenbank) zu diskutieren. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Johann Büssow, Universität Tübingen 
(johann.buessow@uni-tuebingen.de) 
Michaela Hoffmann-Ruf, Universität Bonn 
(michaela.hoffmann-ruf@uni-tuebingen.de) 
Astrid Meier, Orient-Institut Beirut 
 
 
 
ID 45 (Zentralasienkunde) 
Turfanforschung: Aktuelle Forschungen und Perspektiven 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Jens Peter Laut, Seminar für Turkologie und Zentralasienkunde, Universität Göttingen 
(jlaut@gwdg.de) 
 
 

 

ID 46 (Philosophie) 
Vom Griechischen zum Syrischen und Arabischen / 
From Greek to Syriac and Arabic 
 
The Panel has the aim of describing the ways in which Greek philosophical texts and theories entered the 
Orient via different translations roughly between the 6th and the 12th century. It will especially open a space 
for confronting Syriac and Arabic appropriations of Greek thought.  
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Matthias Perkams, Institut für Philosophie, Universität Jena 
(matthias.perkams@uni-jena.de) 
Andreas Lammer, Munich School of Ancient Philosophy, Universität München 
(andreas.lammer@lrz.uni-muenchen.de) 
 
 
 
ID 47 (Fachübergreifend) 
Universities in Africa and Asia: exploring contradictory functions under changing conditions 
 
Universities are hubs for knowledge a society disposes of: they ought to produce and disseminate knowledge, 
question it, certify professional status, and substantiate all sorts of policies. After World War II, universities in 
the newly independent nation states of Asia and Africa often assumed a role of legitimizing power structures; 
they were expected to produce ‘useful’ knowledge and graduates according to needs set by the governments. 
In the past thirty years, the establishment of many new universities and mass access to them have altered the 
status quo in sometimes unpredictable ways – confirming notions of legitimate knowledge and established 
power, and at the same time enabling their critique. 
This panel looks at universities as arenas for expressions of social and institutional continuity and change, and 
invites contributions addressing these themes from all social sciences and humanities perspectives: 
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 How are relations between academia, government and other players institutionalized? What patterns and 
what dynamics of opportunity for academic activity result from these relations? 
 Who and what shapes higher education policies on national and supranational levels, and how are these 
policies legitimized? 
 How are actors reacting to the changes in number and type of university? How are they reconfiguring notions 
of the value of education under shifting conditions?  
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Jonathan Kriener, Orient-Institut Beirut 

(kriener@orient-institut.org) 

Daniele Cantini, Orient-Institut Beirut 
(cantini@orient-institut.org) 
 
 
 
ID 50 (Fachübergreifend) 
Reading the social world of medieval and early modern manuscripts: Cultural practices of transmission and 
their sociabilities 
 
Scholarly practices in the pre-modern Islamicate world were geared towards a diverse set of transmissional 
frameworks and articulated through a variety of social encounters. Scholarship over the years has pointed out 
the centrality of everydaylife practices intended to preserve and transmit knowledge (Berkey, 1992; 
Chamberlain 1994). More recent studies have emphasised processes of textualisation and textual perusal 
(alMusawi, 2008; Hirschler, 2012; ElRouayheb, 2014). It is well established by now that written transmission 
did not only complement oral traditions but also transformed and competed with it (Blecher 2013, Burak 
2015). 
In this panel we will focus on the social contexts and preconditions of manuscript use and production, thus 
exploring connections between reading and writing practices and their specific sociabilities across the medieval 
and early modern Islamicate world. This will be conducted in two steps: firstly, we aim to differentiate between 
different modes of manuscript transmission. We generally distinguish between practices of reproduction and 
preservation. Under reproduction, on the one hand, we group teaching (including the creation of students' 
copies), commercial copying, notetaking, and citation and discussion in other works (e.g. in/of biographical 
works or the sharḥ and mukhtasạr genres). Preservation, on the other hand, is concerned with practices of 
book collection (libraries), book compilation (binding in majāmīʿ), restoration, and, arguably, indexing and 
catalogisation. Both had important implications for the synchronous circulation and the diachronic 
transmission of ideas, texts, and manuscripts. How were different genres circulated? What do manuscripts tell 
us about these contexts and the intended use or audiences? 
Secondly, we ask how these modes were related to social contexts of transmission. How can we make use of 
readers’ notes, colophons, handwriting, or the format and layout of manuscripts to trace trajectories of texts 
within different social sites, such as book markets, mosques, madrasas, courts and their libraries as well as 
domestic settings? How did these sites relate to each other? How did the social and cultural significance of 
manuscripts and their use change across these sociabilities? 
We invite contributions that address one or several of these questions with regard to different disciplines of 
knowledge, literary or academic genres, and formats of writing. 
 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Torsten Wollina, Orient Institut Beirut 
(wollina@orient-institut.org)  
Christopher D. Bahl, SOAS, University of London 
(christopher_bahl@soas.ac.uk) 
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ID 51 (Sinologie) 
Religionsgemeinschaften, Gesellschaft und Staat in China / 
Religious Communities, Society and State in China 
 
Das jüngste Kapitel in der Geschichte der chinesischen Religionsgemeinschaften, die Zeit ab dem späten 19. 
Jahrhundert, war äußerst ereignisreich und wechselhaft. Zu den beispiellosen Entwicklungen dieser Phase 
gehören unter anderem die erste staatliche Definition von „Religion“, die sich an der jüdischchristlichen 
Tradition orientiert, eine zunehmende Verbreitung des Christentums sowie die Herausforderung an alle 
Religionsgemeinschaften, sich aktiv in gesellschaftliche und politische Diskurse einzubringen. Diese 
weitreichenden Veränderungen im Bereich der Religion, die sich unter dem Begriff „religiöse Moderne“ 
zusammenfassen lassen, setzten vielschichtige Transformationsprozesse im religiösen Leben Chinas in Gang. 
Die Beiträge dieses Panels werden Dynamik und Folgen der religiösen Moderne in China an Beispielen aus dem 
frühen 20. Jahrhundert bis in die Gegenwart konkret vorstellen. Dabei soll ein breites Spektrum an Themen 
angesprochen werden, insbesondere Religion und Politik, Religion und Gender, Religion und lokale 
Gemeinschaften sowie Theologie. Ziel dieses Panels ist es, die Entwicklung der Wechselbeziehungen zwischen 
Religionsgemeinschaften und Individuen, Gesellschaft sowie dem Staat in einer längeren zeitlichen Perspektive 
zu veranschaulichen und so ein tieferes Verständnis der im steten Wandel begriffenen und komplexen 
religiösen Moderne in China zu vermitteln. 
 
For Chinese religious communities, their modern chapter since the late nineteenth century has been truly 
eventful and tumultuous and features many unprecedented developments such as the state definition of 
religion based on JudeoChristian tradition, the rise of Christianity, the challenge of actively involving in social 
and political discourses, etc. Those broad changes in the realm of religion, which we may call religious 
modernity, then led to transformations in many aspects of Chinese religious life. In this panel, we seek to 
understand the dynamics and effects of religious modernity in China in concrete terms from the early 
twentieth century to the present. We will explore a range of issues including but not limited to religion and 
politics, religion and gender, religion and local society, theology, etc. The goal of this panel is to illustrate how 
the relations of religion to individuals, society at large, and the state have evolved over time and therefore 
better understand the fluidity and complexity of religious modernity in China. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Xiaoxuan Wang, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen 

(wang@mmg.mpg.de) 

Barbara Hoster, Monumenta Serica, Sankt Augustin 

(hoster@monumenta-serica.de) 

 
 
 
ID 52 (Islamwissenschaft) 
“(Trans) Regionalising Shia Islam” 
 
While Shia Islam has received relatively little scholarly attention prior to the Iranian Revolution, it continues to 
be most often identified with the Islamic Republic Iran and, more recently, also with postSaddam Iraq as a field 
of sectarian violence. This panel therefore will try to open up a wider field of encounters with Shia Islam in 
different local contexts, such as South Asia, Africa, Lebanon, the Gulf States (Kuwait, Bahrain), Syria, Turkey, as 
well as the Western diaspora, such as Germany, Ireland, Great Britain, Norway, the Netherlands, and Belgium. 
It will seek to enquire how Shii religiosity, practice, and identity get ‘localised’, being part of specific 
national/regional/local spaces, spheres of sociopolitical activity, and discourses, and at the same time are 
reconnected to transnational networks, discourses, and ‘constellations of practice’. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Robert Langer, Religionswissenschaft, “Islamische Gegenwartskulturen”, Universität Bayreuth 
(robert.langer@uni-bayreuth.de) 
Christian Funke, Religionswissenschaft, “Islamische Gegenwartskulturen”, Universität Bayreuth 
(christian.funke@ithrw.uni-hannover.de) 
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ID 53 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
How to Revive Economic and Human Development in the MENA Region? 
 
For most MENA countries, the socalled ‘Arab spring’ / ‘Arabellion’ has not brought the results that young 
demonstrators had expected when they went out to the street in Tunis, Cairo and elsewhere in early 2011. 
Only Tunisia is on a way to democracy. Egypt has returned to authoritarian rule, and political repression is 
worse than ever. Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen have fallen into civil wars. And the political reforms in Jordan, 
Algeria, Morocco and other countries follow the sequence of one step forward, one step back. At the same 
time, economic and human development has substantially slowed down. Growth rates have toppled, income, 
education and health poverty is stagnating, and in some countries, inequality has started to rise. If MENA 
governments continue to resist transparency and political participation while also failing to provide more 
economic growth and social equality, citizens are likely to rebel again. As a result, additional countries such as 
Egypt, Algeria and Morocco might collapse then with the result than with the result that another millions of 
people could try to flee, many of them towards Europe. 
The question is thus what MENA countries can do to revive at least economic and human development, what 
they are doing already and what they are not doing and why. In addition: What potential lies in the promotion 
of small and medium enterprises? How much can the use of renewable energy contribute to labourintensive 
industrialisation? How can social policies be expanded and made more equitable and sustainable? And how can 
today's expensive and not particularly sustainable food and energy subsidies be reduced? How can industrial 
policy making become more effective and inclusive? And what are the economic sectors that could generate 
higher growth rates for MENA countries in the future? 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Markus Loewe, Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik, Bonn 
(markus.loewe@die-gdi.de) 
Juliane Brach, Hochschule Bremen 
(Juliane.Brach@hsbremen.de) 
Sabine Hofmann, Freie Universität Berlin 
(shofmann@zedat.fuberlin.de) 
 
 
 

ID 55 (Indologie und Südasienkunde) 
Text und Visualisierung/ mediale Visualisierung / 
Text and Visualisation/ Medial Visualisation 
 
Der Rückgriff auf und die Modifizierung von gender, schichtspezifischen, regionalen wie auch als global 
angesehener Stereotypen sind in Literaturverfilmungen, Kassenschlagern und Videoclips zu beobachten. Dies 
spiegelt sich wider im gezielten Einsatz verschiedener Sprachen und Bilderwelten und einer multilingualen 
Textgestaltung vor dem Hintergrund religiöser, politischer und gesellschaftlicher Konstrukte einerseits und 
ökonomischer Zwänge und Konflikte in der realen Welt des täglichen Lebens andererseits. 
Beiträge zu diesem Themenfeld sind willkommen, bitte senden Sie Ihr Abstract an: wengobor@uni-mainz.de 
und obstoi@unimainz.de. 
 
Evoking and modifying stereotypes thought of as particular to gender and social strata in regional as well as 
global contexts can be observed in film adaptations, blockbusters and videoclips. The use of different languages 
and imageries together with multilingual compositions of text in a framework of religious, political and social 
constructs shape these processes along with economic coercions and conflicts experienced in everyday life. 
Contributions are welcome. Please send your abstract to: wengobor@unimainz.de and obstoi@uni-mainz.de. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Sonja Wengoborski, Gutenberg-Institut für Weltliteratur und schriftorienterte Medien, Indologie, Uni Mainz 
(wengobor@unimainz.de) 
Nina Obstoi, Gutenberg-Institut für Weltliteratur und schriftorienterte Medien, Indologie, Uni Mainz 

(obstoi@uni-mainz.de) 
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ID 56 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Defining a New Social Contract for Fragile and Conflictaffected MENA Countries 
 
The aftermath of the socalled Arab spring has shown that the old social contract does not work anymore in 
MENA countries, and that the region suffers from the deterioration of the legitimacy of the state as such. This 
is especially apparent in those MENA countries that have experienced violent conflict in recent years, especially 
Syria, Iraq, Libya, Yemen and Egypt (in the Sinai), as well as countries where historical conflicts have not been 
fully resolved, like Lebanon and Palestine. Defining (or redefining) the social contract is perhaps the most 
important task for a country emerging from violent conflict. At its most fundamental level, ‘social contract’ 
refers to the basic – if only implicit – agreement among the groups that make up a society about how political 
decisions are taken and economic resources distributed. Eventually, state institutions are needed for the 
provision of individual security, collective stability and socioeconomic development. But before governments 
can legitimately offer these things, a new social contract defining terms for state-society and intrasocietal 
relations needs to be settled. 
This is primarily a domestic process. But there is a role for international actors as well, in providing material and 
moral support, guidance, technical capacity and incentives to national peacebuilding. Their role can be positive 
but also destructive to the emergence of a social contract.   
Papers in this panel address three fundamental questions. First, what is required of a social contract in order to 
provide for peaceful statesociety relations? Second, with reference to fragile and conflictaffected countries in 
the MENA region, how can a social contract emerge when key social actors do not recognize the government as 
legitimate? Third, what changes are likely to be required for different social groups to engage in peaceful 
relations with each other and/or the state, and what changes can different MENA states realistically offer? 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Mark Furness, Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik, Bonn 
(mark.furness@die-gdi.de) 
 
 
 
ID 57 (Indologie und Südasienkunde) 
Emerging Fields of Knowledge and Experience: Interactions between religion, science and literature in the 
19th century 
 
This panel inquires into shifting configurations between different 'subsystems' of human social and intellectual 
experience. In South Asia as elsewhere, basic trajectories of what constitutes religion, science and literature 
have formed during the 19th century. As they did so under colonial rule and as part of newly evolving 
languages, each of these fields offers a fruitful case for the conceptual challenges of global history. While the 
panel assembles cases of newly evolving fields such as education, literary history, comparative religion, 
knowledge and rationality, it addresses in particular the interactions and interconnections between these 
fields. How do they relate to one another in the sources of their proponents? How do evolving practices, new 
technologies or spatial setups interconnect of separate them, assign them differentiated or combined 
functions? How do actors experience these fields, e.g. attach different emotions to them? 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Max Stille, Max-Planck-Institut für Bildungsforschung, Berlin 
(stille@mpib-berlin.mpg.de) 
Arian Hopf, Südasien-Institut, Universität Heidelberg 
(arianhopf@arcor.de) 
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ID 58 (Südostasien) 
New Approaches to Southeast Asian Studies 

 

This panel discusses new approaches to the study of Southeast Asian history and society, literature and 

linguistics by either making use of so far neglected primary sources or new theoretical paradigms. Especially 

young scholars are invited to present their doctoral or post-doctoral research. 

 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Volker Grabowsky, Asien-Afrika-Institut, Universität Hamburg 
(volker.grabowsky@uni-hamburg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 59 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Sex, Gender and Sexuality in Islamicate Societies: Law, Medicine and Literature 

 

This panel aims at contributing to the ongoing debate on sex, gender and sexuality as analytical categories. We 
follow Joan Scott’s invitation to challenge the categories of “man” and “woman” as ultimate and ahistorical 
concepts, and Afsaneh Najmabadi’s provocative question on the suitability of gender and sexuality as analytical 
categories when going “beyond the Americas” and “beyond the modern.”     
With this theoretical framework in mind, the six papers proposed in this panel analyze how discourses on sex, 
gender and sexuality are shaped in different Islamicate societies, while, at the same time, discussing the 
applicability of these categories in different historical and geographical contexts. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Serena Tolino, Asien-Afrika-Institut, Universität Hamburg 
(serena.tolino@uni-hamburg.de) 
Edres Nijmi, Seminar für Arabistik/Islamwissenschaft, Universität Göttingen 
(nijmi.edres@uni-goettingen.de) 
 
 
 

ID 60 (Sinologie) 
Herrscherkritik im alten China: Die Geschichte des Remonstrationswesens von den Anfängen bis in die Tang-
Zeit 
 
Vor dem Hintergrund der internationalen Kritik an der Verletzung von Menschen- und Bürgerrechten in der 
Volksrepublik China wie z.B. der bereits in der Verfassung von 1982 garantierten Redefreiheit erscheint es 
bemerkenswert, dass die Zentralverwaltung des 1911 untergegangenen Kaiserreichs seit Beginn der Westlichen 
Han-Dynastie (202 v.Chr.–9 n.Chr.) Ämter kannte, die offiziell für Kontrolle und Kritik des Herrschers zuständig 

waren. In den sogenannten „Remonstrationen“ oder „Einwendungen“ (jian , jianyi ), die in einem 
formalisierten Verfahren schriftlich beim Thron, d.h. im Kaiserlichen Sekretariat, einzureichen waren, wurde ein 
breites Spektrum tagespolitischer Fragen diskutiert – von der Haushalts-, Heirats-, Militär- und Außenpolitik bis 
hin zum Ritenwesen und Lebensstil des Herrschers.  
Frühe Bronzeinschriften belegen sogar, dass bereits die Könige der West-Zhou-Zeit (1045–771 v.Chr.) ihre 
Beamten in Investiturinschriften dazu aufriefen, Remonstrationen einzubringen. Allerdings erfahren wir in 
diesen Quellen nur wenig über ihren verwaltungsgeschichtlichen Kontext. Erst staatstheoretische Schriften der 
Zhanguo-Zeit (5. Jh. – 221 v.Chr.) erläutern die Funktion der Remonstration, indem sie ausführen, dass 
Herrschaft optimiert und am Volkswohl orientiert werden könne, wenn man insbesondere den höchsten 
Würdenträgern Möglichkeiten der Mitwirkung einräume. Tatsächlich diente das Instrument der Einwendung 
aber auch der Konsolidierung und Legitimation von Herrschaft. So vergleichen antike Chroniken und 
Staatslehren die Einrichtung von Akademien und Beschwerdebüros mit der Schaffung von Ventilen, durch die 
Unmut abgelassen werden könne.  
Das Panel befasst sich mit der Entwicklung dieser Form institutionalisierter Herrscherkritik von den Anfängen in 
der West-Zhou-Zeit bis in die Tang-Zeit (618–907). Besonderes Augenmerk gilt dabei der Begriffsgeschichte der 
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Remonstration in China, ihrer Theorie, den verschiedenen literarischen Gattungen, in denen Einwendungen 
artikuliert wurden, sowie deren Rhetorik, den Praktiken und Gegenständen der Herrscherberatung, den 
kommunikativen Strategien der Remonstranten, ihren Intentionen und schließlich der Perspektive der 
Herrschenden, die Herrscherkritik in Form des Remonstrationswesens instrumentalisierten, um ihre eigenen 
politischen Ziele zu verfolgen.  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Christian Schwermann, Fakultät für Ostasienwissenschaften, Universität Bochum 
(christian.schwermann@rub.de) 
Thomas Crone, Fakultät für Ostasienwissenschaften, Universität Bochum 
(thomas.crone@rub.de) 
 
 
 
ID 61 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Youth Movements and NGOs: Mobilization, Ideologies, Intervention and State Building in the Middle East 
and the Arab Spring 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Ibrahim Natil, The Institute for International Conflict Resolution and Reconstruction, Universität Dublin 
(ibrahim.natil@dcu.ie) 
 
 
 
ID 62 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
50 years of Israel's occupation: Unique and irreversible? 

 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Johanes Becke, Center for Jewish Studies Heidelberg  
(johannes.becke@hfjs.eu) 
Shelley Harten, Jewish Museum Berlin 
(shelleyharten@gmail.com)  
 
 
 
ID 63 (Fachübergreifend) 
Orientalistik in der Frühen Neuzeit 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Martin Mulsow, Forschungszentrum Gotha der Universität Erfurt 
(martin.mulsow@uni-erfurt.de) 
Asaph Ben-Tov, Forschungszentrum Gotha der Universität Erfurt 
(asaphbentov@hotmail.com)  
 
 
 
ID 64 (Fachübergreifend) 
Wissen darstellen: Beispiele aus verschiedenen Bereichen der Gelehrsamkeit (z. B. Astronomie, Astrologie, 
Mathematik, Medizin, Philosophie, Religion, Alchemie, Magie, Divination und Verwandtem) 
 

Dieses Panel versammelt Beispiele, wie gelehrtes Wissen in vormodernen und frühneuzeitlichen Handschriften, 
Kunst- und Alltagsgegenständen dargestellt wird. Es nimmt die Darstellungen selbst, weniger das Wissen, das in 
ihnen dar geboten wird, in den Blick und untersucht stattdessen, welche Funktionen ihnen zukommen. Diese 
Darstellungen erfolgen auf vielfältige Weise, je nach Ort, Zeit und Wissensgebiet zeichnen sich Unterschiede 
und Ähnlichkeiten ab, die fruchtbringend miteinander verglichen werden können. In einem ersten Versuch 
lassen sich drei Gruppen fassen:  

mailto:christian.schwermann@rub.de
mailto:thomas.crone@rub.de
mailto:ibrahim.natil@dcu.ie
mailto:johannes.becke@hfjs.eu
mailto:shelleyharten@gmail.com
mailto:martin.mulsow@uni-erfurt.de
mailto:asaphbentov@hotmail.com


 
 

22 
 

1. Darstellungen, die lesbar sind, alles, was, gelesen wird – nicht nur auf Papier und Pergament, sondern auch 
auf Keramik, Metall und anderen Unterlagen (Mengentext, in Listen, Tabellen, Schemata organisierter Text 
usw.);  
2. Darstellungen, die anwendbar sind, alles, was angewendet wird (Instrumente, Nomogramme usw.);  
3. bildliche Darstellungen, die betrachtbar sind, alles, was betrachtet wird (Gemälde, Zeichnungen usw.).  
Das Panel bietet somit ein Forum, Beispiele dafür zu versammeln, wie Wissen an verschiedenen Orten und zu 
verschiedenen Zeiten sowie in verschiedenen Bereichen der Gelehrsamkeit dargestellt wird. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Petra Schmidl, Universität Frankfurt 
(schmidl@em.uni-frankfurt.de) 
Johannes Thomann, Asien-Orient-Institut, Universität Zürich 
(johannes.thomann@aoi.uzh.ch) 
 
 
 
ID 65 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Reconsidering Kharijism in Early Islamic History 
 
Scholarship on the early period of Islam has concentrated on the political history of the Arab conquests and the 
development of Sunnism and Shiism as the major branches of the emerging religion. The history and role of 
what is commonly considered the third major branch, the ‘Kharijites’ (Arabic: khawarij, ‘those who go out’), a 
blanket term to describe groups of early Muslim rebels who apparently were neither supporters of the Alids 
nor of proto-Sunnism, has been largely neglected. The main reason for this neglect has been the reliance of 
scholarship on the mainstream literary sources. While this material is rich and varied, and includes many 
different kinds of writings (historical chronicles, theological manuals, biographical and legal works, and the 
like), the extant material mostly dates to the ninth and tenth centuries CE at the earliest— about two to three 
hundred years after the events it describes. It has been shown to be full of inconsistencies on minor and major 
issues, reflecting the concerns and debates of a very different period and context.  
Particularly problematic with regard to the Kharijites is that reliance on these sources favours the centralizing 
narratives of later Sunnis and Shiʿites. Few Kharijite works have survived to tell a different story, and thus the 
Kharijites are depicted as violent rebels and quintessential heretics: the first 'sect' of Islam. Modern scholarship 
has broadly accepted the perspective of the mainstream tradition. There have been shorter studies on Kharijite 
subgroups as well as heightened interest in the Ibadiyya in recent years; however, a proper (re-)examination of 
early Kharijism is not available, with the most detailed introductions written over 100 years ago (Brünnow 
1884; Wellhausen 1901). This panel aims to bring together new considerations concerning the history and 
historiography of early Kharijite movements. By broadening the source base and conceptual perspective, the 
papers call into question the hitherto almost unchallenged connection between ‘political’ and ‘religious’ 
Kharijism and examine the extent to which the various Kharijite movements may be seen as anything other 
than (at most) loosely connected groups of insurgents, thus shedding new light on the intriguing phenomenon 
of ‘Kharijism’ in early Islam. Abstracts should be sent directly to the organizers at tb31@soas.ac.uk and/or 
hannah-lena.hagemann@uni-hamburg.de.  
 

 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Teresa Bernheimer, SOAS, University of London 
(tb31@soas.ac.uk) 
Hannah Hagemann, Universität Hamburg, Asien-Afrika-Institut, ERC Project "The Early Islamic Empire at Work - 
The View from the Regions Toward the Center” 
(hannah-lena.hagemann@uni-hamburg.de) 
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ID 66 (Fachübergreifend) 
Arab Media and Cultural Studies: Methodological and theoretical approaches to cross-media practices 
 
This panel will consider the potential of Arab Media and Cultural Studies for the study of cross-media practices. 
Our overall aim is to connect the text-centred tradition of Islamic Studies with the much more recent tradition 
of cultural analysis in the German-language context of Media Studies, and specifically in terms of its focus on 
media practices of production, distribution, and adaptation. Drawing from the interdisciplinary and mainly 
English-language field of Transnational Cultural Studies that has been established internationally since the 
1980s, we explicitly question the hierarchies inscribed in knowledge production about cultures and societies 
that is tied to the political entities of the nation state and its colonial histories. This means not reducing our 
analysis to a self-chosen part of a given (local) cultural reality of the Arab world, but always bringing larger 
socio-political complexities into focus, especially, for example, the political context of one’s own research 
environment.  
We are looking for contributions about different media, platforms and genres in the Arab region such as 
newspapers, magazines, and journals (including their online presence), television (terrestrial, Satellite, and 
digital TV), Blogs, Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp. Of particular interest will be the personalised 
and collective handling of mediatised public events such as the transmission of sport events, concerts, mawlid 
festivals, preachings, Qur’an recitation competitions etc. Of interest too, is the reporting of conflict and war 
situations, as well as the related reception practices by viewers, online commentators, and critics. 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Bettina Gräf, Institut für den Nahen und Mittleren Osten, Universität München 
(bettina.graef@zett.org) 
Ines Braune, Centrum für Nah- und Mittelost-Studien, Universität Marburg 
(ines.braune@uni-marburg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 67 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Towards Critical Iranian Studies (II): New Perspectives on Post-Revolutionary Iran. 1: Domestic Dimensions 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Ali Fathollah-Nejad, Harvard Kennedy School & Research Institute, German Council on Foreign Relations 
(DGAP), Boston & Berlin 
(afn@alumni.soas.ac.uk) 
 
 
 
ID 68 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Towards Critical Iranian Studies (II): New Perspectives on Post-Revolutionary Iran. 2: International 
Dimensions 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Ali Fathollah-Nejad, Harvard Kennedy School & Research Institute, German Council on Foreign Relations 
(DGAP), Boston & Berlin 
(afn@alumni.soas.ac.uk) 
 
 
 
ID 70 (Fachübergreifend) 
Phantastische Erzählungen 
 
Vor dem Hintergrund des aufkommenden Interesses der Regionalwissenschaften an Horror, Geister- und 
magischen Geschichten in neusprachlichen, textuellen sowie visuellen Medien möchten wir uns in diesem 
Panel mit unterschiedlichen Aspekten der Phantastik beschäftigen: Dabei interessieren wir uns sowohl für 
Fragen, die sich mit unterschiedlichen Genres des Phantastischen beschäftigen, als auch für inhaltliche Aspekte 
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oder Topoi, wie z.B. der Bedeutung von Affekt und Körperlichkeit, Prozessen des Othering oder ‚Topographien 
des Schreckens‘. Unser besonderes Interesse gilt des Weiteren der Frage nach transregionalen und 
transmedialen 
Wanderbewegungen von Motiven und Traditionen des Phantastischen (z.B. Importe aus Gattungen wie dem 
Schauerroman, britischen gothic novels oder ghost stories), wobei wir den Blick über die weitestgehend 
euroamerikanische konzeptuelle Entwicklung hinaus auf alternative Genealogien des Phantastischen richten 
wollen. Wie begrüßen literaturwissenschaftliche, filmwissenschaftliche, kunsthistorische und soziologische 
Perspektiven auf phantastische Erzählungen aus unterschiedlichen Regionen. 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Max Kramer, Institut für Indologie und Zentralasienwissenschaften, Universität Leipzig 
(maxarnekramer@yahoo.de) 
Ira Sarma, Institut für Indologie und Zentralasienwissenschaften, Universität Leipzig 
(sarma@uni-leipzig.de) 
 
 
 
ID 71 (Fachübergreifend) 
Languages as keys to our past: Computational and classical approaches to historical language comparison 
across Africa, Asia, and Europe 
 
Similar to sedimentary rock strata which witness the history of the earth, providing us with a “key to the 
interpretation of some mystery in the archives of remote ages” (Charles Lyell 1797–1875), linguists compare 
human languages spoken today in order to infer how these languages developed in the past. Techniques of 
historical language comparison date back to the early 19th century and have been constantly applied since 
then. During the last twenty years, computational techniques have been proposed to complement the classical 
comparative method and allow us to investigate the history of the world’s languages from the perspective of 
large datasets. The panel will bring together linguists specializing on classical and computational approaches to 
historical language comparison, focusing on language families across Africa, Asia, and Europe. The experts will 
introduce recent findings, longstanding problems, and future challenges in their respective fields, thus 
presenting the audience with a profile of the current state-of-the-art in classical and computational historical 
linguistics.  
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Johann-Mattis List, Department of Linguistic and Cultural Evolution, Max Planck Institute for the Science of 
Human History, Jena 
(mattis.list@shh.mpg.de) 
Simon Greenhill, Department of Linguistic and Cultural Evolution, Max Planck Institute for the Science of 
Human History, Jena 
(greenhill@shh.mpg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 72 (Fachübergreifend) 
Geteilte Zukunftskonzepte und Ordnungsentwürfe in der spät- und postosmanischen Welt. 
 
Lange schien es so, als hätten die multiethnischen Imperien am Vorabend des Ersten Weltkriegs ihre 
Zukunftsfähigkeit verloren. Ihr Zusammenbruch am Ausgang des Krieges und ihre Ersetzung durch die 
nationalstaatliche Ordnung der Pariser Friedenkonferenzen erschien rückblickend nur folgerichtig. Die 
Forschung hat Zeit benötigt, um sich von einer solchen auf den Fluchtpunkt der Nation ausgerichteten 
Sichtweise zu lösen. Doch sind auch für die Zeit vor und nach dem Ersten Weltkrieg ernstzunehmende 
Zukunftskonzepte und Ordnungsentwürfe jenseits des Nationalen rekonstruiert worden. Gleichzeitig wurde 
deutlich, dass trennscharfe Unterscheidungen zwischen „nationalen“ und „imperialen“ Ordnungsvorstellungen 
nur selten möglich sind, was eine kategorisierende Beschreibung erschwert und oft auch wenig sinnvoll 
erscheinen lässt.  
Das Panel greift diese Ansätze auf und möchte sie weiterentwickeln. Es geht von der Existenz 
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(trans-)osmanischer Kommunikationsgemeinschaften aus, in denen Ordnungskonzepte jenseits und innerhalb 
sich überschneidender imperialer und nationaler Kontexte verhandelt wurden. Dies resultierte in multiplen, 
teils mosaikartig zusammengesetzten Vorstellungen möglicher Gegenwart und Zukunft. Die Präsentationen des 
Panels blicken aus unterschiedlichen Perspektiven auf diese Kommunikationsgemeinschaften bzw. re- und 
dekonstruieren sie anhand verschiedener Gesichtspunkte. Dabei sind die Orte/Regionen und Medien, innerhalb 
derer und im Wechselspiel mit denen sich Diskurse formieren, ebenso zentral wie die Konzepte und Ideen, die 
sie produzieren. Zeitlich möchten wir uns dabei auf die 1870er bis 1920er Jahre konzentrieren und damit 
Betrachtungsweisen jenseits üblicher Epochengrenzen ermöglichen. Mögliche Fragen und Themen, die in 
diesem Zusammenhang angesprochen werden könnten, sind zum Beispiel:  

¶ Über welche Faktoren und Aspekte (Sprache, Raum, Medien, Akteursnetzwerke etc.) lassen sich 
Kommunikationsgemeinschaften rekonstruieren und analytisch fruchtbar machen? Wo endet die 
Rekonstruktion, wo beginnt die (artifizielle) Konstruktion der/des Wissenschaftler_in?  

¶ Durch welche Bezugspunkte formieren sich Kommunikationsgemeinschaften über angenommene 
regionale, sprachliche, ethnische oder auch religiöse Grenzen hinweg?  

¶ Welche Rolle spielen für die (trans-)osmanischen Kommunikationsgemeinschaften politische und 
kulturelle Entwicklungen im Osmanischen Reich? Inwieweit finden in den (trans-)osmanischen 
Peripherien Bezugnahmen auf das osmanische Zentrum statt? Lassen sich Ideentransfers und 
Kommunikationsprozesse zwischen den (trans-)osmanischen Peripherien erkennen? Gibt es so etwas 
wie ein „empire après l’empire“, eine Vorstellung postosmanischer Zusammengehörigkeit auch über 
das Ende der osmanischen Herrschaft hinaus?  

¶ Welche Zukunftskonzepte und Ordnungsentwürfe werden in diesen Kommunikationsräumen 
verhandelt? Welchen Einfluss haben osmanische Konzeptionen imperialer Gegenwart und Zukunft? 
Welche auf die Zukunft ausgerichteten Erzählungen von Gemeinschaft werden entwickelt? Kommt es 
zu Übernahmen von Ordnungsentwürfen aus anderen multiethnischen Imperien? Welche 
Vorstellungen vom Umgang mit ethnischer, religiöser und ganz allgemein kultureller Diversität werden 
kommuniziert? Gibt es eine Gleichzeitigkeit des Imperialen und Nationalen, wird sie als solche 
wahrgenommen und wenn ja, wie wird sie begründet? Vermag der Begriff „imperial“ die 
unterschiedlichen Ordnungskonzepte und Zukunftsvorstellungen, die sich nicht unbedingt im 
nationalstaatlichen Rahmen bewegen, zu fassen?  

Ein wesentliches Ziel des Panels ist es dabei, durch das Ansetzen an verschiedenen Ebenen von 
Kommunikationsgemeinschaften methodische Möglichkeiten aufzeigen, sich der Vielfältigkeit des 
gemeinsamen Sprechens über Gegenwart und Zukunft zu nähern. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Dennis Dierks, Historisches Institut, Universität Jena 
(dennis.dierks@uni-jena.de) 
Leyla von Mende, Seminar für Orientalistik, Universität Jena 
(leyla.von.mende@uni-jena.de) 
 
 
 
ID 73 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Islamische Normativität im Spannungsverhältnis von Offenbarung und Vernunft 
 
Zu den Grundannahmen der islamischen Normenlehre gehört der Satz, dass die Offenbarung über dem 
menschlichen Verstand steht (lā iǧtihād maaʿ wuǧūd an-naṣṣ). So wird auch grundsätzlich zwischen Religion 
und menschlicher Ansicht unterschieden. Während Religion auf dem Glauben basiert, resultiert die 
menschliche Ansicht aus dem Streitgespräch (Ibn Muqaffaʿ, Adab as-̣Ṣaġīr, S. 2223). Auf der anderen Seite 
gehören Begriffe wie ʿ aql (Venunft), qiyās (Analogieschluss), Gemeinwohl (maṣlaḥa) etc. zu den zentralen 
Instrumenten islamischer Normenfindung. Gleichzeitig ist die islamische Normengeschichte, ganz gleich ob 
ethischer, rechtlicher oder theologischer Natur, durch Meinungsverschiedenheiten gekennzeichnet. Im 
Rahmen dieses Panels sollen anhand diverser Beispiele aus den Bereichen Ethik, Recht und Theologie das 
Spannungsverhältnis von Offenbarung und Vernunft im Islam diskutiert werden. 
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Verantw. Leiter:  

Abbas Poya, Department Islamisch-Religiöse Studien, Universität Erlangen/Nürnberg 
(abbas.poya@fau.de) 
 
 
 
ID 74 (Judaistik, Hebraistik und Altes Testament) 
Haskala und Bibel 
 
1780 erscheint in Berlin der erste Band von Moses Mendelssohns Be’ur. Diese neuartige Bibelausgabe stellt 
dem hebräischen Text nicht, wie traditionell üblich, einen aramäischen Targum bei, sondern eine hochdeutsche 
Übersetzung. Sie wird ergänzt durch einen philologischen Kommentar und textkritischen Apparat. In den 
folgenden Jahrzehnten wird dieses Konzept in ganz Europa auf unterschiedliche Weise aufgegriffen, fortgeführt 
und modifiziert. Die jüdischen Aufklärer, Maskilim, rezipieren dabei auch die Arbeiten der zeitgenössischen 
christlichen Bibelwissenschaftler, etwa die Einleitung in das Alte Testament des Jenaer Gelehrten Johann 
Gottfried Eichhorn. Die Frage, in welchem Maße historische Kritik an den Schriften des Tanakh zu üben sei, 
wird freilich – implizit wie explizit – unterschiedlich beantwortet. Im Rahmen des Panels wird diskutiert 
werden, auf welche Weise in den verschiedenen Übersetzungen, Kommentierungen und programmatischen 
Veröffentlichungen die Idee der Haskala verfolgt wird, das Judentum auch durch einen Rückgriff auf die 
biblische Überlieferung zu modernisieren. Dabei richtet sich der Fokus auf die Auseinandersetzung mit den 
überkommenen Auslegungstraditionen einerseits wie der zeitgenössischen "kritischen Exegese" andererseits. 
 

Verantw. Leiter:  
Christoph Schulte, Institut für Jüdische Studien und Religionswissenschaft, Universität Potsdam 
(schulte@uni-potsdam.de) 
Hannes Bezzel, Theologische Fakultät, Universität Jena 
(hannes.bezzel@uni-jena.de) 
 
 
 
ID 75 (Indologie und Südasienkunde) 
The Visṇ̣udharma and the Śivadharma: points of influence and divergence 
 
This panel focuses on topics that contribute towards a more differentiated understanding of the various 
Vaisṇ̣ava and Śaiva devotional communities and their interface in early medieval SouthAsia (ca. 5th12th 
centuries CE). One of the main objectives of these papers is to understand the emergence and process of the 
literary production of the Vaisṇ̣avas and Śaivas and to identify religious groups and their motivations behind 
these texts. In particular, our focus is on relevant sections of the Mahābhārata, the collection of texts designed 
to provide social norms and systems of practices for their respective communities of devotees, such as the 
Visṇ̣udharma or Śivadharmaśāstra, as well as texts of contemporaneous initiatory traditions, such as those of 
the early Pañcarātras. This panel thus hosts two kinds of papers: firstly, those on specific topics within each 
system, which can be used as a basis for comparison; secondly, papers that directly address the comparative 
aspects, including those dealing with textual relations, cases of reuse, and direct textual influence. By 
identifying points of convergence and divergence between these religious groups, the papers aim to bring into 
focus the boundaries and interface, or even levels of syncretism, regarding Vaisṇ̣ava and Śaiva communities in 
this dynamic period which saw the rise of devotional movements. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Florinda de Simini, Università Orienale di Napoli 
(florindadesimini@gmail.com) 
Nina Mirnig, Austrian Academy of Sciences, Institute for the Cultural and Intellectual History of Asia 
(nina.mirnig@oeaw.ac.at) 
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ID 77 (Fachübergreifend) 
Oriental Empires at Work 
 
The discourse of empires often takes recourse on the 'classical empire' meaning mostly the Roman, as the 
model to measure all other up against. All other empires wind up as either deficient or special. It is important 
to establish the functioning of pre-modern empires in the Middle East, South Asia and East Asia in order to 
compare them on equal footing. Themes of that discussions are that of the function of the capital within the 
ideology and working of the empire, the identities of elites, and the interaction between transregional and 
regional elites. The panel is sponsored by Universität Hamburg, ERC Project: "The Early Islamic Empire at Work 
- The View from the Region toward the Center." 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Stefan Heidemann, Asien-Afrika-Institut, Universität Hamburg 
(stefan.heidemann@uni-hamburg.de) 
Ahmad Khan, Asien-Afrika-Institut, Universität Hamburg 
(ahmad.khan@uni-hamburg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 79 (Materielle Kultur, Kunstgeschichte und Archäologie) 
Circulations of Exhibition Practices between Asia and Europe and Mechanisms of Canon Building 
 
This panel aims at examining circulations of artistic practices between Asia and Europe by focusing on the role 
of institutions in shaping practices in modern and contemporary art. Here particular attention will be paid to 
exhibitions and canons of art in the Middle East, South Asia and China, and interactions and networks of artists 
within the region and with Europe. What impact did exhibition practices have on the formation of public taste 
and debates on art in the region? Were exhibition formats – such as the art salon modelled on the French art 
academy’s official exhibition – considered just an import from Europe, a fringe phenomenon lacking the 
historical development of institutional patronage and competing with more rooted exhibition forms? How 
were histories of art written and leading artists determined, and by whom? The panel is interested in the 
translation and circulation of knowledge and practices by taking into account the role of networks and 
interconnectedness of developments that relate the different regions of the world to each other. It is therefore 
part of a more recent preoccupation with modernity outside of Europe. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Monique Bellan, Orient-Institut Beirut 
(bellan@orient-institut.org) 
Nadia von Maltzahn, Orient-Institut Beirut 
(maltzahn@orient-institut.org) 
 
 
 
ID 80 (Judaistik, Hebraistik und Altes Testament) 
Judaistische und hebraistische Texteditionen: Fragestellungen, Zugänge, Realisierung 
 
Das Panel führt Projekte zusammen, die Texte in verschiedenen Sprachen edieren, die Gegenstand der 
judaistischen und hebraistischen Forschung im weiteren Sinne sind. Einige dieser Projekte sind alt, einige sind 
neu. Der aktuelle Stand der älteren Projekte soll erläutert und die neuen Projekte sollen vorgestellt werden. 
Während es Bereiche gibt, in denen alle Editionen dieselben methodischen und editionstechnischen Fragen zu 
lösen haben, gibt es auch Fragestellungen, die durch Besonderheiten des jeweiligen Textkorpus und seiner 
Überlieferung bedingt sind. Der Austausch im Panel soll die Fragestellungen der einzelnen Editionsprojekte 
erläutern und Wege zeigen, auf welchen die Projekte die einzelnen Probleme lösen. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Viktor Golinets, Hochschule für Jüdische Studien, Heidelberg 
(viktor.golinets@hfjs.eu) 
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ID 81 (Japanologie) 
Neue Literaturgeschichtsschreibung japanologisch 
 
Die Literaturgeschichte zählt zu den vernachlässigten japanwissenschaftlichen Gebieten. Forschungen richten 
sich derzeit meist nach dem Postulat einer Theoretisierung und nach Vorgaben der anglophonen Schulen. 
Harald Meyer (Universität Bonn) kommentiert diesen Umstand mit folgenden Worten: „Jedenfalls stimmt jene 
dennoch diffus bleibende Erwartungshaltung, die gerne als Theoriebewusstsein betitelt wird, offenbar 
dermaßen zurückhaltend, dass in der deutschsprachigen Japanforschung der letzten Jahrzehnte keine größeren 
Versuche in Richtung Literaturgeschichtsschreibung mehr unternommen wurden“ (Harald Meyer, 2015). 
Auf der Seite der japanischen Literaturforschung weiß man um den Eintritt der sogenannten Gegenwarts-
literatur (gendai bungaku) in die Geschichtlichkeit. „Gegenwartsliteratur“ wäre ab dem Jahr 1995, in dem man 
unter dem Motto sengo gojûnen (50 Jahre nach dem Krieg) der vergangenen fünf Dekaden gedachte, kaum 
noch als eine von der Zäsur 1945 geprägte „Nachkriegsliteratur“ (sengo bungaku) zu bezeichnen (Kawamura 
Minato, 1999). Über einen umfangreichen Korpus verfügt die „Literatur der Heisei-Ära“ (Heisei bungaku; Urata 
Kenji, 2015), die mit dem Tod von Kaiser Hirohito (1901-1989) und dem Ende der Shôwa-Ära 1989 ihren Anfang 
nahm und sich nun ebenfalls schon über fast drei Dekaden hin erstreckt. Eine zeitgenössische Literatur ab den 
1990ern ließe sich ebenfalls bereits in mehrere Phasen unterteilen. Ereignisse wie der Aum-Zwischenfall, das 
Erdbeben von Kôbe, beide 1995, sowie die Dreifachkatastrophe von Fukushima am 11. März 2011 geben 
Einschnitte vor. Mit ihnen verstärkt sich der wahrgenomme Abstand zur Nachkriegsliteratur und zur 
„klassischen Gegenwartsliteratur“ (gendai bungaku; 1960er bis 1990er). 
Die Zeit ist also reif für eine neue Betrachtung der japanischen Literatur. Literaturgeschichtliche Standardwerke 
sind in die Jahre gekommen, ihre Maßgaben wären zu überprüfen. Auch würde der Zugang zu den Autoren und 
Texten der klassischen Moderne um 1900 (kindai bungaku) und der Gegenwart heute etliche zusätzliche 
Facetten enthalten. Anstelle einer biographistisch angelegten, historisch rekonstruierenden Darstellung des 
„Werks“ – oft in komparatistischer Perspektive – träten aktuell Forschungskonstellationen, die mit multi-
disziplinären Sichtweisen eine größere Komplexität der Zusammenhänge erfassen möchten. Ins Blickfeld zu 
nehmen wären z.B. Aspekte wie der Literaturmarkt, die Performanz von Autoren / Autorinnen als 
„Intellektuelle“, Ratgeber oder Lifestyle-Ikonen, die Literatur als Instrument der Kulturpolitik, „National-
literatur“, zeitgenössische Literatur und ihr Bezug zum Politischen insgesamt, die Massen- oder Unterhaltungs-
literatur, Genrevielfalt und Interdependenz der Genres, Literatur und visuelle Kultur, Innovation bei den 
Literaturformaten (Handyroman, „Twitteratur“), den Literaturzeitschriften und den Medien im Literatur-
kontext, Literaturpreise, modische Forschungsparadigmen („Trauma“), Spezialhistorien (etwa genbaku 
bungaku, erzählte Technik, Religiopoetik, Regionalliteratur, die Leistung der „Kulturübersetzer“) sowie der 
überlieferte Literaturkanon, die japanische „Postmoderne“, weniger bekannte Schriftsteller/Texte und 
schließlich eine zeitgemäße akademische Lehre japanischer Literatur. 
Japanische und westliche Literaturforschungen zur modernen japanischen Literatur sind als Teile einer 
reflektierten, integrierten Forschungsgeschichte aus der Perspektive des 21. Jahrhunderts zu betrachten. Da 
sich mit einer Bilanzierung auch die Frage des eigenen Tuns verbindet, erweist sich die Rekonstruktion 
japanologischer Fachgeschichte im Bereich der Literaturforschung als spannendes, möglicherweise nicht ohne 
Grund vernachlässigtes Gebiet, stellt sich spätestens nach „Fukushima“ doch die Frage nach größeren 
Zusammenhängen und nach einer „kritischen Japanologie“. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Lisette Gebhardt, Japanologie, Universität Frankfurt 
(lisettegebhardt@googlemail.com) 
 
 
 
ID 83 (Islamwissenschaft) 
Der Prophet Muḥammad in Früher Neuzeit und Moderne: Repräsentation und Vergegenwärtigung 
 
Die Verbindung zum Propheten wird von allen Individuen und Gemeinschaften geteilt, die sich als Muslime 
definieren, ob Sunniten oder Schi'iten, buchstabengläubig oder eher allgemein am Geist des Islam orientiert, 
ob islamische Reformisten oder Säkulare. Als Vorbild persönlichen Eifers und normativen Handelns, als Quelle 
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für Erlösung, kulturellen Stolz und Selbstermächtigung ist der Prophet dauerhaft unter den Gläubigen präsent. 
Das schließt eschatologische Vorstellungen ein, die in ihm die Anfänge des Islam (oder sogar den Beginn der 
geschaffenen Welt) mit der Gegenwart und dem Ende der Zeiten verbinden. Die überlieferten Aussprüche des 
Propheten sprechen in metahistorischer Unmittelbarkeit direkt zu den Gläubigen und versprechen Segen und 
manchmal Sieg für alle, die seiner Sunna folgen. 
 
Das Panel zielt darauf ab, die unterschiedlichen Formen der Repräsentation und Vergegenwärtigung des 
Propheten zu untersuchen, die zur Formung muslimischer Individualität und zur Entwicklung des kulturellen 
und politischen Lebens der Muslime in Früher Neuzeit und Moderne in wachsendem Maße beigetragen haben; 
in einer Zeit, die unübersehbar von einer wachsenden Dezentrierung der islamischen Welt geprägt war. Das 
Weiterwirken und die Transformation frühislamischer und mittelalterlicher Repräsentationsformen des 
Propheten spielten dabei eine wesentliche Rolle. Das für den Islam typische, aber bisher eher unzureichend 
erfasste Zusammenspiel von Religion, Gesellschaft und Politik soll an einem der zentralen Bereiche islamischer 
Kultur beispielhaft erschlossen werden, der in den letzten Jahren in den Mittelpunkt zunehmend globalisierter 
Konflikte gerückt ist. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Stefan Reichmuth, Ruhr-Universität Bochum 
(stefan.reichmuth@rub.de) 
 
 
 
ID 85 (Turkologie und Osmanistik) 
New Hope under the Crescent: Immigration, Exile, and Service in the Ottoman Lands, 18th-20th centuries 
 
The last two centuries of the Ottoman Empire signify a period of remarkable openness and diversity among the 
Empire’s residents as well as in the composition of the state bureaucracy. Since the conquest of Byzantium, the 
Ottoman Empire has extended a particular allure among Westerners as an idealized “Orient“ seen by many as a 
place of desire and glorification. 
 
While there have always been individual Westerners spending varying amounts of time in the Ottoman Empire 
as merchants, pilgrims, members of diplomatic delegations or prisoners of war, it was primarily from the 18th 
century onward that the Ottoman realms held an unsurpassed appeal for new groups of individuals who would 
find within its borders a safe haven, economic opportunities, and forms of political participation that had been 
inconceivable before. The beneficiaries of this greater openness were both foreigners, men and women, newly 
arriving in the Ottoman Empire as well as long-established residents who benefited from a new, more inclusive 
attitude towards many of the religious and ethnic minorities. 
 
Ottoman society became more colorful and all-embracing, which became possible as the result of changes in 
the economy coupled with farreaching legal reforms in the Ottoman Empire, which started in the 18th century 
and culminated in the Reform Era (Tanzimat) after 1839 and afforded new options for participation at the 
workplace and in society at large for new arrivals as well as Ottoman subjects. 
 
The panel’s contributions aim to elucidate the opportunities and challenges resulting from the profound 
societal and legal changes of the period by examining the aspirations and experiences of individuals of very 
diverse social, religious and economic backgrounds from, both, outside and inside the Ottoman Empire who 
sought to take advantage of the new forms of participation in commerce, society, and government available to 
them. The dynamics of change and inclusion in the empire will be exemplified by six case studies, which, among 
the foreign residents, examine the early account of a foreign professional woman in Istanbul; the lives of 
literati from Russia residing in Istanbul; the fate of a foreign royal in exile in the Ottoman lands; the 
professional careers of Central European craftsmen in the Ottoman capital; and, from among the ranks of 
Ottoman subjects, Arabs and Jews in the service of the Ottoman administration in the wake of the Tanzimat 
reforms. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Richard Wittmann, Orient-Institut Istanbul 
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(wittmann@oidmg.org) 
 
ID 86 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 

Violence, Forced Migration and Exile: Trauma in the contemporary Arab World 
 
The multilateral Higher Education Dialogue "Violence, Forced Migration and Exile: Trauma in the Arab World 
and Germany" of the LMU Munich with four Palestinian universities, the Birzeit University (Bir Zeit, Westbank), 
the Bethlehem University, the An-Najah National University (Nablus, Westbank) and the Dar al-Kalima 
University College (Bethlehem, Westbank), and two Lebanese universities, the University of Beirut and the 
Lebanese American University (Beirut), aims to create an interdisciplinary research group of German, 
Palestinian and Lebanese students. In a national and country-comparative perspective, the research group 
deals with traumatic experiences of violence and the coping with it in Germany and the Arab world. It is 
supported by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) with funding of the Federal Foreign Office as part 
of the Programme Higher Education Dialogue with the Muslim World, which furthers cultural dialogue between 
Germany and Middle Eastern countries. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Sarah El-Bulbeisi, Institut für den Nahen und Mittleren Osten, Universität München 
(sarah.bulbeisi@lmu.de) 
Ali Kassem, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Media Studies, Beirut 
(a.kassem19@gmail.com) 
 
 
 
ID 87 (Sinologie) 
Ex oriente lux: Chinese Perspectives on Light and Darkness 
 
Light and darkness count among the most elementary, and yet also among the most complex phenomena in 
human experience. In most cultures, they figure as central subjects of cosmological and cosmogonic 
speculation. At the same time, they are significant parts of symbolic patterns in the regulation of human 
behavior and communication, in the reflections upon one’s place in the world, upon life and death. Questions 
on light and darkness are deeply concerned with the relationship between ethics and optics, culture and 
nature, reality and illusion. 
 
This panel probes into various dimensions and facets of light and darkness in the context of Chinese culture. 
The presentations focus either on optics in the narrow sense as in Polina Lukicheva’s “The Light Between the 
Visible and the Invisible: On the Premises and Implications of the Theories of Light in Seventeenth Century 
China” or on light and darkness as root-metaphors, i.e., fundamental projections of images and ideas of nature 
into the political, cultural, and social realms, as explored in Yoji Asami’s “Texts from the Darkness, Darkness in 

the Texts: Su Shi’s  Literary Activities under Speech Regulation,” Ulrike Middendorf’s “Light to the World: 

Visions of Enlightened Rulership in Xunzi  and Related Early Texts,” Brigitta Diep’s “The Symbolism of Light 

and Darkness in Liu E’s  Lao Can you ji ,” and Viatcheslav Vetrov’s “Dialectics of Light and 

Darkness in the Huainanzi .” 
 
While Frank Kraushaar’s “Light in the Mirror: ‘Ecopoetics’ of West-Lake” provides evidence of some significant 
transformations in the imagery of light and shadow in Chinese poetry, the panel also includes two 
presentations in which light and darkness are approached from comparative perspective. In both cases, the 
comparative analysis is motivated by some crucial events and encounters in the history of cultural exchange 
between China and the West: Anna Strob discusses “The Semantics of Heaven in Alfonso Vagnone’s Kongji 

gezhi , ca. 1633” and Sara Cvetanovska examines “The yin yang Drawn on the Cultural Globe in Lin 

Yutang’s  Writings.” 
 
The panel offers a broad variety of approaches to light and darkness from the fields of philosophy, religion, 
literature, politics, and art theory with a range of debating points that inspire further discussion. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
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Viatcheslav Vetrov, Institut für Sinologie, Universität Heidelberg 
(viatcheslav.vetrov@zo.uni-heidelberg.de) 
ID 88 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Issues of Higher Education in Iraq I 
 
Current issues of universities in Iraq with focus on their administrative and curricular performance as well as 
vocational capacities and employment perspectives of the graduates are the topics of this panel. The 
presentations will also deal with the role of higher education institutions and students in rebuilding the Iraqi 
society in the ongoing violent conflict situation as well as with the way they are themselves being transformed 
by this situation. Paper presenters are students and lecturers from Iraqi universities. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Hanaa A. Hammood Al-Samarai, Mustansiriya University, Baghdad 
(hana_hammodisamarai@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq) 
Entedhar A. J. O. Al-Shemmari, Mustansiriya University, Baghdad 
(entedhar2004@yahoo.com) 
 
 
 
ID 89 (Fachübergreifend) 
Medien transkultureller Erfahrung zwischen Deutschland und Indien, 1880-1937. 
 
Die radikale Reichweitenvergrößerung der Moderne in Form eines dichten Netzes von Telegrafie, Straßen und 
Hochseeschifffahrt setzte Kulturen auf eine neue Art in Kontakt. Die Möglichkeiten, sich mit dem Anderen 
auseinanderzusetzen, produzierten eine ganze Reihe Techniken, die Walter Benjamin im weitesten Sinne unter 
„Mimesis“ subsumierte. Dieses Panel bringt Untersuchungen zu unterschiedlichen Formen wechselseitiger 
Mimesis im Aufeinandertreffen deutscher und indischer Kultur zusammen, die ihrerseits Produkte wie 
Voraussetzungen der Moderne waren. 
 
Auf der Ebene der Körper rief das Bekanntwerden des Yoga und des indischen Tanzes und der Musik eine Welle 
begeisterter Aneignung hervor, die Indien als Sehnsuchts- und Identifikationsraum zwischen ursprünglicher 
Religiosität und „völkischer Kultur“ verortete, während die ursprünglichen Praktiken ihrerseits maßgeblich 
durch die westliche Rezeption und moderne Grundsätze geprägt wurden. Auf der Ebene der Texte verdeutlicht 
das Beispiel einer Keilinschrift in Mumbai das neu erwachte Interesse der Parsen an ihrer altpersischen 
Tradition im Zusammenhang mit der kurz zuvor gelungenen Entzifferung der Keilschrift. Militärisch-politische 
Verflechtungen zwischen Britisch Indien und dem deutschen Kaiserreich werden anhand der Geschichte einer 
gescheiterten Verschwörung erhellt. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Isabella Schwader, Institut für Religionswissenschaft, Universität Erfurt 
(isabella.schwaderer@uni-erfurt.de) 
Thomas Gugler, Zentrum für Islamische Theologie, Universität Münster 
(thomas.gugler@uni-muenster.de) 
 
 
 
ID 90 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Issues of Higher Education in Iraq II 
 
Current issues of universities in Iraq with focus on their administrative and curricular performance as well as 
vocational capacities and employment perspectives of the graduates are the topics of this panel. The 
presentations will also deal with the role of higher education institutions and students in rebuilding the Iraqi 
society in the ongoing violent conflict situation as well as with the way they are themselves being transformed 
by this situation. Paper presenters are students and lecturers from Iraqi universities. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
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Selina Şirin Bahadir, Freie Universität Berlin 
(sirinbahadir@gmail.com) 
ID 91 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Liminality on the Rainbow: the multiple shades of transition in times of social upheaval 
 
This transdisciplinary panel aims at putting to task the concept of transition as it operates in relation to the 
events (past and future) marking the Maghreb before, during and after the uprisings of 2011. It seeks to 
readdress the question of transitionality not simply as a random temporal moment, but as an event (episodic 
situation or factual experience) situated at the intersection of other clashing and blending cultural, social, 
economic and political practices. The concept of transition is an essential but complex dimension of uprising. It 
captures the proceedings within the liminal stage betwixt the event of uprising and ultimate materialization of 
the sceneries of new social realities, and the signs of different political landscapes. To be sure, the rather 
jumbled and willful deployment of the term in instances of social mobility has emptied transition of its 
plurality, reducing it to a simple colloquialism for all indeterminate forms of social and political alterations and 
progressions. 
 
Consequently, a few legitimate questions arise: 
 
Is transition in times of peace akin to transition in times of revolt? Does transition have an exact meaning or 
does it repeatedly fail to aspire for a semantic exactitude? Does it signify a changeover? A passage? A growth? 
Is it a shift or is a total metastasis? Does it imply a modification in prevalent realities or a decisive transference 
thereof from them?Is a transition a revolution? Is it a crucial moment or a provisory bridge to a (non)crucial 
moment? Is it a moment of truth or a constellation of mendacities? Is it the beginning of a crisis or the end of it 
or none? Is it a point of no return or a pointless return to the status quo? To put it differently, is transition a 
culmination into something new and novel or simply an anti-climax? Is a switch to change or a switch off of it? 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Moulay Driss El Maarouf, Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University, Morocco 
(elmaaroufmoulaydriss@gmail.com) 
Amir Hamid, Institut für den Nahen und Mittleren Osten, Universität München 
(amir.hamid@lmu.de) 
Ramzi Ben Amara, Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines, University of Sousse, Tunisia 
(ramzibenamara@googlemail.com) 
 
 
 
ID 92 (Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Nahen Ostens) 
Flucht und Migration im Mittelmeerraum: Politische Debatten, ökonomische Realitäten und humanitäre 
Reaktionen  
Flight and Migration across the Mediterranean: Political Debates, Economic Realities and Humanitarian 
Responses 
 
Das Panel befasst sich mit Flucht und Migration im Mittelmeerraum und angrenzenden Ländern auf politischer, 
wirtschaftlicher und humanitärer Ebene ebenso wie aus nationaler, regionaler und transregionaler Perspektive. 
Ein Teil der Beiträge untersucht dabei politische Debatten und mediale Diskurse mit einem Fokus u.a. auf die 
Konstruktion von Identitäten und Reproduktion von Stereotypen. Andere nehmen demgegenüber Motive und 
Auswirkungen von Flucht und Vertreibung auf Leben und Gesundheit in den Blick oder setzen sich mit der 
Bedeutung von Bildungschancen für Geflüchtete oder deren wirtschaftliches Eigenengagement auseinander. 
Dabei werden Desiderata in empirischer Forschung und Theoriebildung aufgedeckt, die dazu beitragen 
könnten, humanitäre Hilfe und Entwicklungszusammenarbeit in Kriegs- und Krisengebieten zu überdenken und 
ggf. neu auszurichten. 
 
Verantw. Leiter:  
Anja Zorob, Zentrum für Mittelmeerstudien, Ruhr-Universität Bochum 
(anja.zorob@rub.de) 
Caner Tekin, Zentrum für Mittelmeerstudien, Ruhr-Universität Bochum 
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(caner.tekin@ruhr-uni-bochum.de) 
 
ID 93 (Fachübergreifend) 
Digitaler Aufbruch in der Orientalistik. Chancen und Nutzen der Digitalisierung und Vernetzung 
 
Ziel des Panels ist es, unterschiedliche digitale Projekte aus dem Bereich der orientalistischen Fächer zu 
präsentieren und dabei auch die Möglichkeit zu schaffen, zu einem fruchtbaren Austausch über die bisherigen 
Erfahrungen und offenen Fragestellungen zu kommen, sei es zum Bereich der Datenstrukturierung, der 
Datenformate, Austauschbarkeit von Daten und der nachhaltigen Nutzung der Daten. 
 
Geplant ist, dass die teilnehmenden Projekte jeweils ihr Projekt und ihre digitalen Lösungen in einem Vortrag 
von ca. 20 Minuten (zehn Minuten Diskussion) vorstellen und das Panel mit einer längeren Podiumsdiskussion 
der Vortragenden (ca. 1 Std.) abgeschlossen wird. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Ingo Kottsieper, Forschungsstelle Qumran-Wörterbuch, Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Göttingen 
(ikottsi@gwdg.de) 
Gerfrid Müller, Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur Mainz 
(gerfrid.mueller@uni-wuerzburg.de) 
 
 
 
ID 94 (Fachübergreifend) 
Mir Ali Shir Nava’i (1441-1501): Paradigms for Literature and Patronage in the Turco-Persian World 
 
The panel presents the most recent developments in the study of the works and reception of Mir ‘Ali Shir 
Nava’i, the most outstanding and paradigmatical literary and cultural figure of the Timurid era and of the 
Chaghatay or Eastern Turkic literary tradition against the background of late medieval and early modern 
Central Asia and Iran. 
 
The first two papers deal with Nava’i’s literary works. Going beyond nationalist and orientalist analytical 
frameworks, Marc Toutant compares the writing of Khamsas (pentalogy of narrative poems) in the Persian and 
Chaghatay Turkic literary traditions and outlines what the Nava’i might have intended with his paraphrase of 
Nizami Ganjavi and how his own cultural and religious background influenced his rewritings. Alexandre Papas 
analyzes Nava’i’s greatly neglected but important Mahbub al-qulub, a rhymed prose work interspersed with 
poetry, showing how it describes and defines social space and hierarchy. 
 
The second two papers are dedicated to Nava’i as a patron. Ertugrul Okten describes what role Nava’i’s 
relationship with the Timurid administration and his mentor, the poet ‘Abdurrahman Jami, played in his larger 
patronage activities. Colin Mitchell discusses what patronage actually meant for Nava’i, who was a member of 
a court with both Turko-Mongol and Irano-Islamic cultural and political ideals, and who was also a celebrated 
member of the crystallizing Naqshbandi order in an age of profound religious and political change. 
 
The last two papers address the reception of Nava’i’s literary works in Turkic. Through a discussion of Nava’i 
paraphrases written by Sadiqi Beg (d. 1610), a prominent painter and litterateur of Persian and Turkic, Ferenc 
Csirkes argues that Nava’i’s Chaghatay Turkic works were highly popular at the Safavid court up to the early 
seventeenth century as part of a Timurid nostalgia, which went out of fashion with the absolutistic, centralizing 
reorientation of Iran symbolized by the new capital, Isfahan. Finally, Nicholas Walmsley looks at eighteen-
nineteenth century Central Asian paraphrases of a ghazal by Nava’i, showing how they can be used to break 
down our preconceptions about the distinction between canonical and non-canonical, or scriptural and cultural 
Islam. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Ferenc Csirkes, Faculty of Arts and Social Science, Sabanci University, Istanbul 
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ID 95 (Indologie und Südasienkunde) 
Indian indigenous sciences: śāstras and their śāstratva 
 
The traditional sciences (śāstra) of India constitute an important and brilliant part of its intellectual history. 
Disproportionate to their importance, the śāstras are relatively less studied in the modern scholarship 
compared to other fields, partly due to the high technicality in contents and the complexity in the languages 
that carry the ideas. This panel collects papers on different branches of śāstras: grammar (vyākaraṇa), rhetorics 
(alaṅkāra), ritual (kalpa) etc. Apart from the individual contributions these papers make in their relative fields, 
the panel also looks at that which unites the different topics in these papers, or the uniting elements of 
different branches of śāstras. It will contemplate on the following question: what is the śāstra-ness (śāstratva), 
or the common qualities, of the śāstras? Some aspects of the śāstratva that may be reflected upon include: 1) 
The śāstric way of thinking. Is there a common way of thinking in the śāstras (e.g. anyathānupapatti “reductio 
ad absurdum”, or atideśa “transfer”)? If yes, are there modes of thinking that were borrowed among different 
branches of śāstras and whose root might go back to one particular “source śāstra”? 2) The śāstric language. 
Do the śāstras employ the Sanskrit language in ways that are common among themselves yet appear peculiar 
once we step out of the realm of śāstra? How distinct is this particular variety of Sanskrit, and what are its 
hallmarks (e.g. heavy nominalisation)? 3) The śāstric style. Does a pan-śāstric argumentation style exist (e.g. the 
dialectical style involving pūrvapakṣin “objector” and siddhāntin “final view holder”, or the technique of the 
employment of lokanyāyas “everyday-life principles”)? 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Yiming Shen, Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Oxford 
(yiming.shen@wolfson.ox.ac.uk) 
 
 
 
ID 96 (Fachübergreifend) 
On the Ruins of History – Is this a Walter Benjamin Moment in Arab Thought, Art, and Politics? 
 
Over the last years, the interest in German philosopher and critic Walter Benjamin has continuously increased 
in the Arab world, especially after the uprisings in 2011. The recent attention to Benjamin has resulted in 
several Arabic translations of his work, such as Berliner Kindheit um 1900 (transl. by Ahmed Farouk, 2014) and a 
number of other works. What is the source of this renewed attention to Benjamin? What is happening in the 
current conditions of the Arab world that draws our critical attention to a seminal thinker in post-Weimar 
Germany?  
 
This panel seeks to discuss and specify the origins of the Arab cultural concern about Benjamin’s notions of 
‘history’, ‘violence’, ‘language’, ‘time’, and  ‘revolution’ among others. These meditations of life, history, and 
death in the “here-and-now” (“Jetztzeit”) of the post-revolutionary moment in the MENA discloses the 
ambivalent futures of memory, the reverberations of the disintegration of entire nations and cultures, and the 
possibilities of critical thought and practice.  
 
This panel hopes to approach the memories of the future in contemporary Arab thought, art, and history 
through close readings and translations of Benjamin’s writings. 
 
Verantw. Leiter: 
Atef Botros, Comparative Literature, Doha Institute for Graduate Studies 
(atef.botros@dohainstitute.edu.qa) 
Rania Gaafar, Universität Marburg 
(gaafar@medienwissenschaft.uni-siegen.de) 
 
 
 
 

mailto:yiming.shen@wolfson.ox.ac.uk
mailto:atef.botros@dohainstitute.edu.qa
mailto:gaafar@medienwissenschaft.uni-siegen.de


 
 

35 
 

 
 
ID 97 (Islamwissenschaft - Roundtable) 
„Wissenschaft und Wutbürger: Wie lassen sich Islamdebatten versachlichen?“ 
 
Die jüngsten Debatten rund um den „Moscheereport“ der ARD haben gezeigt, dass in der Berichterstattung 
über Islam und MuslimInnen weiterhin viel Erregungspotential steckt. Das Aufdecken der „Wahrheit“ über die 
religiöse Praxis und Ansichten von MuslimInnen schürt Ressentiments, die bis in die Mitte der Gesellschaft ihre 
Wirkungsmacht entfalten. Wissenschaftliche Expertise bleibt in solchen Diskussionen vielfach außen vor. 
Andererseits sind aber auch WissenschaftlerInnen aktiv an z.T. populistischen Formen der Wissensproduktion 
beteiligt. Dieser Befund wirft die Frage auf, wie wir als etablierte und NachwuchswissenschaftlerInnen unsere 
Rolle angesichts dieser öffentlichen Debatten verstehen. Wie können wir dazu beitragen, vielfach aufgeheizte 
Debatten über den Islam und Muslime zu versachlichen? Wo sehen wir Probleme und Schieflagen? Wo gibt es 
konkreten Handlungsbedarf? Aus welchen Erfahrungen können wir lernen? Welcher Umgang mit persönlichen 
Angriffen oder teils justiziablen Beleidigungen ist angebracht und sinnvoll? Der Roundtable versteht sich als 
offene Runde zum Erfahrungsaustausch darüber, welche Präsenz WissenschaftlerInnen in Debatten über den 
Islam einnehmen können und sollen und welche Verantwortung sie dabei tragen.  
 

Verantw. Leiter: 
Sarah Albrecht, Institut für Islamwissenschaft, Freie Universität Berlin 
(albrecht.sarah@fu-berlin.de) 
Maria-Magdalena Fuchs, Princeton University 
Simon Wolfgang Fuchs, Gonville & Caius College, University of Cambridge 
(sw746@cam.ac.uk) 
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